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~ Reach Foreign Minister Roland Dumas, erafioe a 
nst toBejnit, said Friday his co u ntry was studying wavs to bdb 
trfnm ga a war-sbattcred economy. “We dwnwsed infrastructure and 
j&aHStetKin ...{Frcocfa) expens arc here and have made studies on 
eteegie gy, w ater, tweajmnuinicarfons,'' Mr. Dumas told reporters at 

a news conference before leaving Beirut. Mr. Dumas, the highest ranking 
Ret** minister to tot Lebanon in ax years, met Prestdeni Elias Hraw 
Boose Speaker Hassem Hosreini. Prime Minister Ornsr tc aram ; Forebm 
^ntaa-Fans Bouez, and religious leaders. The French minster saidon 
. t o u c hed on the Lebanese army receiving helicopter 

pW&ips from France in recant for Mirage fighters Beirut bought from 
. fanstwfo re, the adw»j bro ke our in 1975. The Lebanese government 
;estmiete* by *15 bdlioQ the damage the economic infrastructure has 
: saffiacdtfuringtfce country* sl5 yean of civil war. Mr. Dumas said France 
was backing Lebanon in its campaign to regain a 15-kilometre dm > 
Isoeb-hekl “securityzone” in the south and other Lebanese areas where 
Syria tes sofne 40,000 troops deployed with the approval of the Beirut 

government. 
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Rafsanjani gets big welcome in SssSaQ. 

NICOSIA (R) — Iranian President Alt bar Hasbemi Rafsanjani arrived in 
Khartoum Friday night to a big reception from flag-waving Sud a nes e . 
Iran's official news agency IRNA reported. It said massive crowds 
chanting pro-Iranian slogans gathered at the airport. On the road into the 
capital, crowds forced Mr. RafsanjanTs motorcade to halt at several 
places. Relations between Iran and Sudan have been improving steadily 
since March, when Khartoum introduced a new penal code derived from 
Islamic Sharia law. Mr. Raftanjani, on his way home from an Islamic 
summit in Senegal, will be in Sudan for three days. He is expected to 
address a mass rally in a Khartoum suburb, meet religious scholars and 
attend a mas marriage ceremony of about 1,000 couples in central Sudan. 
State media carried messages from political leaders urging people to come 
to the airport and welcome “the freedom fighter.” “the anti-imperahst 
Muslim strongman.” Photographs of Mr. Rafsanjani and late Iranian 
leader Ayatollah Khomeini fined the road Grom the airport into 
Khartoum. The visit is first by an Iranian leader to Sudan. Sudan's 
military leader Omar Hassan A1 Rathir visited Iran earlier this year. 
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* ti&ariT Zwdf Ben Shaker 

i^harifZeid 
fissured of 
fives’ vote 
fl House 

^ . By Mariam M. ^i™ 

** Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

iuqc 

\MMAN — The government of 
?rime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
___ Shaker faces its first political test 
jTSfoen it goes before die Lower 
jj^oose of Parliament for a vote of 
^3onfidence Sunday, and most 
TjSbbserveis say that the House wil 
JJVte "yes” with a comfortable 
^oargin in support of the career 
^military officer-turned-royal 
^advisor-turned prime minister. 

According to parliamentary 
m «tources and observers, the gov- 
^trmnent could hope for between 
301 Eleven and nine votes over and 
:K - itabove the needed majority of 41 
^xrotes in foe House, which begins 
dirt 'foe votes of confidence session 
feefchmday. - 

It was not possible Friday to 
Jetennine when the actual voting 

• would take {dace after speeches 
ISSfy deputies in the^80-member 
g|u pouse, but most expected it to 

ake place on late Monday or 
< i^arly Tuesday. 

, ' The central issue seen as 
i VTf»summg foe key skit in the 

■ T-foose debate is Jordan’s parti- 
““Ltipation in the American- 
K Sponsored Middle East peace 
5 - . alks. 

““P? The Muslim Brotherhood — 
® *he largest single bloc in pariia- 
M with 22 members — is the 
^%>st vocal opponent of the peace 
rod Process and is expected to vote en 
ra^wsse against or abstain from 
jlUD^oting. 

sat Brotherhood spokesmen say 
xtlkbat foe group was asked to join 
: vm foe government but it stayed 
rf At away because of its opposition to 
^eionniy peace talks with Israel, 
n top According to observers and 
ttc laqronp spokesmen, it is a foregone 
sKppfondnsion that foe 17-member 
jst -(Constitution Bloc, the 16- 
^aoember National Bloc and the 
o^fx-meinber Independent Islamic 
I rfIf£ vik>c wiD vote “yes” since mem- 

■ ^ *cre of the three groups are in- 
cluded in the cabinet of Sharif 

who assumed office in 
-,*<Iovember. 

Four members of the leftist 
,in r. -line-member Democratic Bloc 
^■ote are expected to follow suit, 
P£jnd thus the government is 
r ® fSsored of a minimum 43 votes in 
b«*y* House. 

{ts fL The expected support of at 
■ '’"'east six of the 10 independent 
** ■ nembers of the House will give 
he government a "very comfort- 
tbie margin,” noted a pariiamen- 
.jgS fery insider. 

* While foe government is thus 
it issued passing the popularity 
est with flying colours, it is also 
toping that the number of votes 
^Itgainst it on the House floor will 
..^ie a bare miniom m. 

' jjr -Since constitutional provisions 
w^adpulate that every abstention 
B hfi WMUd be considered as a vote in 
^ favour of the gov e rnment, the 
^^Kwition and voting pattern of the 
* ,c 3totbertiood looms very much 
focus. 

ii^j According to .sources in the. 
*^^rofoetbood, a strong debate is 
foraging among the deputies of the 
sic^nndamentalist group whether to 
ayOfostain or to cast a “no” vote. 

I i&-zL “Our main opposition to foe 
} ." ^pvernment is its participation in 
peace process,” said Ali, 
^^Kawamdeh, a Brotherhood de- 
£ j#r»ty. At the same time. Dr. 
}p t^fiawamdeh held oat the possibil- 
ity that foe group might abstain, 


. of ®o final decision has been 


■ ^ pleached yet. However, be stres- 

* — ’ .L . _•!. .t 

-^niteTtaimng of a notion iridi- 


l^gfi ^ed that there was no split in the 
'ffcroap and that there was no 


Talks resume Monday; problems partially solved 


By Nennecn Murad hi Washington 

AFTER TWO DAYS of drawn- 
out “corridor diplomacy,” bi- 
lateral talks between leaders of 
the joint Jordanian-Palestinian 
and Israeli delegations adjourned 
for the weekend, having estab- 
lished the basis for independent 
Palestinian representation but 
foiling short of reaching accord 
on mechanisms to resume nego- 
tiations on this basis. 

According to informed 
sources, “there is a possibility” 
that the three leaders of foe 
delegations will meet Sunday to 
iron out remaining differences on 
establishing the two-track 
approach. If the meeting takes 
place and agreement is reached' 
on mechanisms and agenda for 
c»n tinning the talks the full de- 
legations could start launching 
substantive negotiations in the 


officially designated rooms at the 
U.S. State Department on Mon- 
day. 

If the meeting does not take 
place, however, the leaders of foe 
delegations will go back to their 
corridor at foe official site and 
take np negotiations from where 
they left off on Thursday. It all 
depends on contacts over the 
weekend, the sources said. 

The talks over foe past two 
days have been defined by Jorda- 
nian delegates as “questions of 
principles” which may be pro- 
cedural in nature but have “great 
substantive impact” on the de- 
velopment of negotiations. 

“The issues that are being discus- 
sed are not trivial procedural issues. 
They are questions of principles 
which have to be established and 
agreed upon from the beginning," 
Jawad Anani, a senior Jordanian de- 
legate, cold the Jordan Times in an 
interview. 

“There is a common understanding 


that the emphasis on corridor di- 
plomacy and procedural matters is 
not warranted. Some think it is a 
waste of time, but to us the issues are 
of principal value,” Dr. Auani said. 
“Their solution now will affect to a 
great degree the future of delibera- 
tions agenda items.” 

The Israeli delegation accepted the 
two-track approach to hs talks with 
the parties in the joint delegation 
Thursday but snags remained over 
how often a plenary meeting, which 
would bring the joint delegation and 
Israelis together, would meet and 
bow many delegates from each of the 
third parties would attend. 

According to Dr. Anani, the 
Israelis have acknowledged the two- 
track approach and agreement has 
been reached that the joint delegation 
would be considered to be composed 
erf two parties — a Jordanian party 
and a Palestinian one. 

During the two days of proposals 
and counter-proposals, the Israelis 
were trying to undermine the Palesti- 
nian's equal status with other parties 
while the Jordanians and Palestinians 


were careful to reject any moves 
which would undermine the Palesti- 
nian wnHrtnul StatUS. 

“We bad a long discussion over the 
naming of the two tracks,” Dr. Anani 
explained. “While the Israelis wanted 
thrm to be called Israet-Jordan and 
an Israel- Palestinian track we insisted 
that if Israel did not acquiesce to 
calling the second track an Israd- 
PaJestine track then it should be the 
Israeli -Palestinian track to ensure 
equality,” he said. 

“One letter, in this case (i for 
Israeli), took a long time to negotiate 
and confirm. We needed to address 
tferaffc closely to avoid their ramifica- 
tions on substance," Dr. Anani 
added. 

“The bottom line is do the Palesti- 
nians have a separate identity, repre- 
sentation and personality? The 
Israelis wanted to obviate that. That 
is why we had to negotiate the two 
tracks and the Israelis have acknow- 
ledged that there are two tracks — a 
Palestinian-Isradi one and a Jordan- 
Israel one.” 

The original dispute between the 


joint Jordanian-Palestinian delega- 
tion and the Israelis was over “equal- 
ity.” 

“We (Jordanians) were equal to 
the Israelis because Jordan is a full 
sovereign state and tins means that 
we had equality, ” Dr. Anani said. 

To press the equality issue between 
the Israelis and Palestinians, the 
Palestinians expressed preference 
that they be re p re se nted by 14 mem- 
bers in the plenary meeting. 

“The Israelis of course reject this. 
But the joint position of Jordanians 
and Palestinians is that if that is not 
tenable, then only the heads of the 
Israeli, Jordanian and Palestinian 
parties would meet in lieu of plenary 
meetings which would include aD of 
the three parties' members,” Dr. 
Anani explained. 

The subject of frequency of the 
plenary meetings, their agenda and 
bow they should be called remain the 
contentious points between the joint 
delegation and the Israelis. 

No final agreement has as yet been 
reached between the negotiators over 
these points and the details of the 


proposals and counter proposals on 
this issue are complicated but, 
according to Dr. Anani, “are ques- 
tions of principles.” 

The Israelis oontinuc to insist on 
frequent plenary meetings to press 
the joint nature of the Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation. The Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians, on the other 
hand, want these meetings to be held 
only at the request of the three 
negotiating parties i.e. Israeli. Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian. 

The Israelis have so far rejected 
this request by saying that it would 
give the Arab side “veto power over 
the holding of plenary meetings and 
they would never meet.” 

The Israelis have also rejected an 
Arab proposal that plenary meetings 
be bekl at the level of the beads of the 
parties and not include all the delega- 
tion members. 

They argued that while the heads of 
the three parties to the bilateral nego- 
tiations could bold meetings, there 
also should be plenary meetings 
which would bring members of the 
parties to the negotiations room. 


“They say that meetings by the 
beads of the parties does not prechide 
the plenary meetings they are deman- 
ding,” Dr. Anani said. 

Another complication which arose 
between the joint delegation and 
Israelis, but which is now almost 
resolved, was over how many dele- 
gates would attend the two meetings 
of the Israel-Jordan track and the 
Israeli-Palestinian track. 

The Israelis were asking for a 
seven- lo-seven member formula bet 
the Palestinians were asking for a 
maximum of the full 14 members 
from each party, but certainly over 
half, to the bilateral negotiations. 

The reasoning behind the Palesti- 
nian preference was because of the 
Jordanian element within their party, 
which is expected to be represented 
by two members. “Having two Jorda- 
nian members out of a Palestinian 
party of seven would be higher per- 
centage than two out of 14,” Dr. 
Anani said. 

The joint delegation has proposed 
(Continued on page 5) 


Peace needs broader vision of 
coexistence, rights — Prince Hassan 

Jordan calls for confidence- building Israeli 
measures starting with settlement freeze 


By Serene Hniasa 
and P.V. Vrrekanand 
AMMAN — Israel can never 
hope to ensure its security under 
the present oondittotis if it be- 
lieves in continued occupation of 
Arab territories and maintaining 
a massive stock of weapons erf 
mass destruction; instead it 
should start implementing 
confidence-building measures 
starting with a freeze in settle- 
ments in the occupied territories 
as a sign of goodwill in foe 
ongoing peace talks with Arabs, 
Jordan said Thursday. 

A broad vision of coexistence 
based on foe inalienable rights of 
people and a spirit of cooperation 
and recognition of and solutions 
to foe disparities among the coun- 
tries of the Middle East is foe 
only guarantee for a lasting peace 
in the region. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan said. 

The Crown Prince, reaffirming 
foe Jordanian perspective of foe 
“trans-national” nature of and 
approach to the issues involved in 
foe Arab- Israeli conflict, called 
on all parties to the conflict to rise 
above dogma, prejudice and tra- 
ditional hostilities and be tolerant 
towards ad ideologies. 

Prince Hassan, addressing a 
fund-raising gathering in Am- 
man, said Jordan believes that a 
conference on security and coop- 
eration in foe Middle East could 


be the forum to “eliminate the 
political economy of despair.” 
The Crown Prince indicated that 
Jordan would like to see foe 
multilateral phase of the ongoing 
Middle East peace talks assume 
the shape of the sought-for con- 
ference. The multilateral phase, 
which will tackle issues related to 
water, refugees, disarmament 
and foe environment, is slated to 
begin in Moscow Jan. 28-29. 

“Democratisation, freedom of 
expression, human rights and 
greater awareness of a reliance on 
foe political and economic dimen- 
sions of security provide a route 
towards the alternative political 
economy of peace, security and 
progress,” the Crown Prince said. 

See page 4 for M text of the 
Crown Prince's prepared speech 

“True peace is not merely the 
absence of tension; it is the presence 
of justice,” the Crown Prince quoted 
the late American civil rights cam- 
paigner Martin Luther King and 
pointed oat that although there was 
no major Arab-IsraeH war in the last 
two decades the features of peace — 
stability, security, respect for person- 
al and political rights — are musing in 
the region. 

“Injustice is ... being petpetrated 
against the personal, national and 
political rights of Palestinians at the 
most basic levels,” be said. 

As a simple example, he pointed 
oat that while Israel is exploiting the, 
water resources of the occupied terri- 


tories and Jordan, the Palestinians — 
the owners of the resources — 
account for one per cent of all water 
used in Israel. 

Addressing foe gathering of about 
200 people organised by the 
American- Arab Anti-Discrimination 
Committee (ADC), the Crown Prince 
also took foe opportunity to resound- 
ingly reject the Israeli notion and 
claim that the Palestinian people 
already have a homeland in Jordan. 

“Jordan is, but not Palestine,” he 
declared. 

In Us prepared speech and addi- 
tional off-the-cuff remarks, the 
Crown Prince addressed American 
lawmakers and said Congress had to 
rise above the narrow interests of 
lobbies which support brad's settle- 
ment programme in the occupied 
territories and those related to the 
military establishment which thrives 
on massive arms sales to the Middle 

The Crown Prince referred to the 
Israeli refusal to deal separately with 
Palestinians and its insistence on 
negotiating with the joint Jordanian- 
Palcstinian delegation as such in bi- 
lateral talks in Washington. He reaf- 
firmed that the joint team repre- 
sented the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan and the Palestinian people 
only to tire extent of drenmvenung 
Israel rejection and that the two sides 
win insist on separate, independent 
negotiations with brad. 

“It has always been Jordan's aim to 
help bring about a peaceful and equit- 
able resolution to the Palestine ques- 
tion and the concomitant Arab-braeli 
conflict,” the Crown Prince added. It 
was in this vein foal Jordan agreed to 



the idea of extending an umbrella to 
the Palestinians and this framework 
does not imply Jordanians negotiating 
on behalf of the Palestinians. 

The Crown Prince expressed con- 
cern over tire breakup of the Soviet 
Union — a co-sponsor along with the 
United States of the Middle East 
peace process which was launched 
with the Oct. 30 conference held in 
Madrid — and hope that “the im- 
petus from Moscow as well as 
Washington can be sustained, in 
whatever form.” 

The Crown Prince said that the 
basis of Jordan's efforts has always 
been the will of tire international 
community embodied in U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolutions 242 and 338 
which “provide the groundwork for a 
practicable formula for ending the 
conflict in our region, by calling for 
foe exchange of territory for peace 
while safeguarding the security of aD 
states in the region, including brad.” 

The hollowness in the apparent 
TsraeB belief m territorial control and 
military might as a guarantee for its 
security was proved during the Gulf 
war, (when long-range Iraqi missiles 
pounded Israeli cities), the Crown 
Prince said. 

“There can only be one sure 

(Controlled on page 5) 
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Baker: No U.S. interference 
in internal Soviet affairs 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 

Secretary of State James Baker 
i«aid Friday the United States 
would not interfere in the internal 
domestic political turmoil now 
unfolding in the Soviet Union. ' 

Addressing a White House 
press conference ahead of his trip 
1 to key Soviet republics, Mr. Bak- 
* er said: 

“We cannot and must not in- 
ject ourselves into this purely 
political process.” 

Mr. Baker said the “new Rus- 
sian revolution... must come 
from within and not from out- 
side.” 

Mr. Baker, at a news confer- 
ence after meeting with President 
George Bush, said the president 
spoke by telephone on Friday 
with Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin who gave him a “full 
update” on efforts to form a new 
commonwealth to replace the 
Soviet Union. 

“Events are moving quickly 
and dramatic decisions are being 
made as the republics sort out 
relations among themselves” and 
seek to form a common entity for 
national policy,” Mr. Baker said. 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev said Friday he had no 
intention of stepping down im- 
mediately and would remain in 
power at least until next week’s 
visit by Mr. Baker. 

“He was asked whether he 
would remain until Monday for, 
foe secretary of state's visit and 
be said there was no doubt about 
that,” spokesman Alexander 
Tikh otal said of a meeting Mr. 

Gorbachev held with U.S. jour- 
nalists. 


“As for later, he said this was a 
matter of the constitutional pro- 
cess which will take some time. 
He mentioned no date for any 
possible resignation,” Mr. 
Likhotal said by telephone from 
his Kremlin office. 

Mr. Baker said he would travel 
to five cities in the Soviet repub- 
lics for talks that would focus on 
the need for nuclear weapons 
control, humanitarian concerns 
and other issues. 

“We cannot and we must not 
inject ourselves into this purely 
political process and, as the presi- 
dent made dear at foe cabinet 
meeting, we will not so inject 
ourselves," Mr. Baker said. 

He said U.S. officials “have 
not seen any changes in command 
and control that alarm us," but he 
added: “We do have a national 
security interest in seeing that 
these transformations take place 
in a manner that does not in- 
crease the risk from a nuclear 
standpoint.” 

Asked whether he views Mr. 
Gorbachev as “gone,” Mr. Baker 
refereed the questioner to Mr. 
Bush's statement earlier in the 
day that it was not “helpful” to be 
discussing the personalities of 
those involved in die power strug- 
gle in the old Soviet Union. 

Mr. Baker stressed his deter- 
mination to favour democratio- 
nrinded regions in his diplomacy, 
but the United States would not 
deny humanitarian assistance to 
other regions in the splintering 
nation. 

The secretary of state said he 
would meet with Mr. Gorbachev. 
See rdated story on page & 


Honecker sparks rows in 
Chile and Soviet Union 


BERLIN (R) — Fugitive former 
East German leader Erich Hon- 
ecker, ordered to leave Moscow 
by midnight, sparked political 
battles in ChUe and foe Soviet 
Union on Friday as he fbnght 
extradition to face manslaughter 
charges in Germany. 

Mr. Honecker, 79, on the ran 
at home and abroad since he was 
swept out of office two years ago 
by popular protests, spent the day 
holed up in Chile’s red-brick 
embassy in Moscow. 

Half-way around the world, 
left-wing members of Chile’s gov- 
ernment pressed President Patri- 
cio Aylwin to grant asylum to die 
veteran communist as thanks for 
taking in refugees from foe milit- 
ary dictatorship of foe 1970s and 
1980s. 

But Santiago was waiting until 
Russian and Soviet leaders, lock- 
ed in a tug-of-war over their 
unwanted guest, worked oat what 
to do with the man Bonn wants to 
try for imposing a sboot-to-ldll 
order at the Berlin Wall and 
German border. 

Caught in the middle, Bonn 
called on both Santiago and Mos- 
cow to ensure that Mr. Honeck- 
er, who fled to the Soviet Union 
last March to escape trial here, is 
returned to Germany. 

“I assume Mr. Honecker’s stay 
in the Chilean embassy will not 
be long.” German Justice Minis- 
ter Klaus Kinkel said. 

Mr. Honecker, whose hardline 
rule from 1971 (o 1989 prompted 
many East Germans to occupy 
embassies to win permission to 
travel West, dipped into San- 


tiago's embassy in Moscow on 
Wednesday and asked to join his 
daughter in Chile. 

His wife Margot visited the 
daughter, who is married to a 
Chilean communist, last October. 

Mr. Honecker’s dash to the 
Chilean mission left him ensnared 
in foe protracted power straggle 
between Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin and the waning Soviet 
leader, Mikhail Gorbachev. 

What may be Mr. Honecker’s 
last stand also strained Mr. AyF 
win's centre-left coalition in San- 
tiago, where the Socialist Party 
wants to grant him entry while 
the president is loath to anger 
German Chancellor a Helmut 
Kohl, a fellow Christian Demo- 
crat. 

Russian Interior Minister 
Andrei Dunayev has said the 
issue could be resolved by mid- 
night on Friday, the deadline for 
him to leave, but it was not dear 
whether he would be sent home 
or free to go to any country which 
would grant him asylum. 

Chile has let Mr. Honecker 
remain temporarily at the resi- 
' deuce of Ambassador Clodonuro 
Almeyda, a former Socialist Par- 
ty president who lived in East 
German and Soviet exile after 
1973. 

German newspapers reported 
Mr. Almeyda, who as foreign 
minister in the leftist government 
of President Salvador AUende 
helped establish diplomatic ties 
with East Berlin, was refused 
exile in West Germany before be 
turned to the communist states. 
Germany expects Hoeecker soon, 
page 8 


Syria’s and Lebanon’s talks with 
Israel continue despite wide gap 


From Jordan Times Staff 
Reporters in Washington 

ISRAEL'S talks with Syria and 
Lebanon appeared to be proceed- 
ing with hardly any interruption 
despite foe wide gap that sepa- 
rates the parties on issues as 
fundamental as withdrawal from 
foe occupied territories. 

But the Syrians and Israelis 
differed in their assessment on 
bow well four third day of talks 
ended even though they have 
agreed to reconvene negotiations 
Monday. 

Head of the Syrian delegation 
Mwafiak A1 Altai said after a three 
hour meeting with the Israeli delega- 
tion that be had no progress to report 
and accused Israel of distorting the 
interpretation of U.N. Security Coon- 
tal Resolution 242, which demands 
Israeli withdrawal from the territories 
it occupied in the 1967 war, in return 
for peace. 

“Their (Israel's) interpretation (of 
242) is that they do not have to 
withdraw from the territories they 
occupied in 1967. And our interpreta- 
tion is exactly the opposite,” said Dr. 
ADaf Thursday. “But the real differ- 
ence is that we are not saying we want 
only our occupied territory back. We 
are saying we want peace... we are 
ready to fulfill both sides of the 


equation but they want the fruits of 
peace., but they do not want to 
implement their part of the equa- 
tion." 

Head of the Israeli delegation to 
talks with Syria Yossi Ben Aharon 
characterised the mood of the talks as 
‘‘businesslike" and said he was opti- 
mistic since there was an exchange of 
views and discussions on what was 
requited in order to conclude a peace 
agreement. 

■ “(The fact) that he is reciprocating 
in itself is hopefully a sign that we are 
making some progress," Mr. Ben 
Aharon said. 

He said die Israeli side raised the 
issue of Syria's acceptance of the 
legitimaty and existence of Israel, as 
weB as foe issue of Syrian Jewry. 

Israeli delegation spokesman Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu reported Thursday 
afternoon that Israel’s talks with the 
Syrians and Lebanese were probing 
deeper and deeper into our definition 
of peace." But he laid out his own 
interpretation of what was meant by 
242. 

“I think there is a greater willing- 
ness to look at 242, if not in a 
completely new light, at least in a 
conditional light,” Mr. Netanyahu 
said. “That's bow I would put it, in a 
conditional fashion. And that is to 
think of its separate components 
perhaps as being tied in a conditional- 
ity that we don't accept, you can 
ima g i ne. We think the separate ele- 


ments are there anyway...” 

The Israeli spokesman said that 
Syria's position “was different from 
the place where we were yesterday 
(Wednesday), and I think that’s a 
good sign.” He explained that the 
Syrians Wednesday considered the 
implementation of 242 and an Israeli 
withdrawal from the occupied terri- 
tories as “automatic'' without directly 
finlting that to a peaceful settlement. 

“I would use the cliche of being 
cautiously optimistic because there is 
some development in this discussion, 
slow, but there is some movement,” 
Mr. Netayahu tok) reporters. 

The atmosphere during the Israeli- 
Syrian talks, he said, “was fairly 
~ businesslike 'except when we got to 
foe point of Syrian Jews. Then it 
became very unbusinesslike, very un- 
businesslike.” He asserted that there 
was “a complete raising of the walls 
and unwillingness on the part of the 
Syrians to address the plight of this 
beleaguered community .... they said 
it was an internal Syrian element.” 
He said Israel has decided to ex- 
tend its stay in Washington until the 
middle of the week “in order to get 
substantive negotiations with foe 
three Arab delegtioos in Washington 
before we go back home and make 
our report.” He said the Israeli de- 
legations had originally intended to 
go back to Israel Thursday. 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.S. papers 
see Mideast 
sides trying 
to break 
impasse 

Special from Washington 

EVENTS OTHER than foe Mid- 
dle East peace negotiations con- 
tinued to dominate news reports 
in the U.S. media Friday as 
American newspapers paid more 
attention to foe talks than televi- 
sion and radio. 

Friday's newspapers noted 
progress in Thursday’s efforts to 
reSblve the deadlock over how to 
negotiate separate Jordanian and 
Palestinian agendas, with all sides 
saying they were “edging closer” 
to breaking foe impasse. The 
Washington Times quoted chief 
Palestinian negotiator Haidar 
Abdul Shaft as saying, “I think, 
it’s my feeling, that we are 
approaching an agreement and 
that probably well proceed into 
substance very soon.” The New 
York Times reported yesterday’s 
events in the Silwan neighbour- 
hood of Jerusalem, where Israeli 
settlers occupied Arab homes. 

John Goshko of the Washing- 
ton Post reported that the 
Israelis, Palestinians and Jorda- 
nians have all agreed on a two- 
track approach “whose practical 
effects would have Israel discuss 
issues involving Palestinians in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
with the Palestinian members of 
the joint delegation.” According 
to Goshko ’s sources, the com- 
promise formula arrived at on 
Thursday calls for the Palesti- 
nians to drop their insistence on 
starting the talks in separate 
rooms, while the Israels would 
agree to an early start on the 
two-track approach. This 

(Co&tnmed on page 5 ) 


Curfew causes severe 
hardships in West Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Food and fuel 
shortages were reported in foe 
occupied West Bank towns of 
Ramallah and A1 Bireh because 
of a nearly two-week army curfew 
imposed after the death of a 
Jewish settler, human rights 
groups said Friday. 

A coordinating committee for 
the groups said in a statement 
that “the residents are suffering 
food shortages and a lack of 
income” because they are not 
allowed to go to their jobs. 

It said the curfew was “a collec- 
tive penalty” and urged that ft be 
lifted immediately. 

Under a curfew, residents are 
confined to their homes 24 hours 
a day. All vehicles, including 
delivery tracks, are barred from 
foe streets. 

The army said the curfrew was 
imposed on the towns in foe West 
Bank to facilitate searches for 
suspects in the death of Jewish 
settler Zvi Klein, 45, who was 
fatally shot in the head Dec. 1 as 
be drove near A1 Bireh. 

An army spokesman said he 
could not say when the restric- 
tions would be removed. 

But Joshua Sdroffman, legal 
director of the Association for 
Civil Rights in Israel, said his 
group had been assured that foe 
army would lift the curfew Sun- 
day “if nothing else happens.” 

He said that until the curfew 
was lifted, foe civil rights group 
keep active a suit filed earlier this 
week “challenging this curfew as 
excessive.” 

The adjacent towns of Ramal- 
lah . and A1 Bireh, about 10 
kilometres north of Jerusalem, 
are borne to more than 50,000 
Palestinians. 

The curfew has been lifted for 
brief periods on five occasions to 
allow families to shop, foe army 
said. 

But residents of Ramallah, 
reached by telephone Friday, said 


milk and heating oil were not 
available and bread was in short 
supply because of lack of deliver- 
ies under the curfew. 

The residents, requesting 
anonymity out of fear, said that 
Jewish settlers had several times 
rampaged through foe towns dur- 
ing foe enrfew, smashing win- 
dows and slashing tires in appa- 
rent revenge for Klein's death. 

A similar curfew on villages 
and refugee camps surrounding 
Ramallah and AJ Bireh was lifted 
Thursday after 12 days m force. 

Sandro Tucci, spokesman for 
foe U.N. agency handling aid to 
Palestinians, said an emergency 
food distribution was planned for 
the Jalazoun refugee camp near 
Ramallah, with 6,000 residents. 

“We face a very serious prob- 
lem of food shortages in the 
homes,” Mr. Tucci said. 

The army frequently imposes 
curfews in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. Human 
rights groups say that foe practice 
is a collective punishment that 
violates international conven- 
tions. 

A recent report by the 
Palestinian- ran Jerusalem Media 
and Communications Centre esti- 
mated that Palestinians in foe 
occupied territories have spent an 
average of 10 weeks under curfew 
during the four-year uprising 

Settlers leave one boose 

In another development, 
Israeli settlers were evicted from 
a house in Arab East Jerusalem 
Friday but others were allowed to 
stay in a house they occupied 
after forcing out its Pale stinian 
residents. 

Palestinian leader Faisal A1 
Husseini, visitiflg Arab families 
forced out by foe settlers, said 
Arab negotiators in Washington, 
who bad agreed to delay discus- 
sions of Jerusalem’s status, now 
wanted them tO Start immediate ly 
(see page 2). 
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EXCELLENT 
JOB OPPORTUNITIES 


A local and diversified group of companies representing a very 
reputable, International well known manufacturer of films and 

photo finishing products tBOMJ MC J is seeking to f iff the 
following available positions: 


* SALES AND MARKETING MANAGER: 

(Etons, battries and photo finishing divisKXi) 

with the following qualifications: 


1 Applicant has to be a university graduate B.A or M.B.A. in marketing 
field. 


2. Applicant has to be fluent in both Arabic and English / 
Reading/Writing/and Spoken. 


3 Qualified applicants should have the capabilities which enable them 
to build exclusively and / or contribute in building, marketing strategies 
and to supervise proper execution. 


4. Preference will be given to those whom they do have a past 
experience with international companies or any international similar 
company specialized either in consumable goods or food stuffs for at 
least five years. 

5. Applicant should be of pleasant , dynar .'c and a leading personality. 

6. Has to have a valid Jordanian Driving Licence. 

* CHEMICAL ENGINEER: 


(Photo finishing and Films development department ) 
with the following qualifications: 


1. Has to be a university graduate. 


2. Has to be fluent in both Arabic and English / Reading / Writing and 
Spoken. 


3. Minimum working experience of at least five years in a very similar 
field. 


4. Has a pleasant and a dynamic personality. 

5. Has to have a valid Jordanian Driving Licence. 


* Photo Finishing Technicians 

with the following qualifications: 


1. Applicant has to be a university graduate or diploma holder. 


2. Has to be fluent in both Arabic and English / Reading / Writing / and 
Spoken. 


3. Has to have five years experience in the same field. 

4. Has a pleasant and dynamic personality. 

5. Has to have a valid Jordanian Driving Licence. 

"SALES REPRESENT ATI VES (HALES* FEMALES ) 


(Films, batteries and photo finishing products) 
with the following qualifications: 

1 . Applicant has to be a university graduate. 

2. Has to be fluent in both Arabic and English / Reading / Writing and 
Spoken. 

3. Has to be of a very responsible personality and with good 
appearance. 


4. Has to be of minimum three years as a sale representative 
speciallized either in similar products or any other international 
consumable goods. 


5. Has a pleasant and a dynamic personality. 

6. Has to have a valid Jordanian Driving License. 


All considered and approved applicants will be entitled for the following 
benefits: 


A) A very good salary. 

B) Medical insurance. 



ales 


Representatives will be entitled for a company 
All applications will be treated with confidentiality. 


Only qualified applicants, kindly mail your applicants and supporting 
documents including a recent photo to: 


GENERAL MANAGER 
P.O. BOX: 7239 
AMMAN, JORDAN 
(IDENTIFY REQUIRED JOB) 


Husseini: Jerusalem now at 


the top of Palestinian agenda 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The Palestinians wiQ 
raise the explosive issue of Jeru- 
salem as the first item at 
Washington peace talks because 
of intensified Jewish settlement in 
the city’s Arab districts, a Palesti- 
nian leader warned Friday. 

The Americans bad pressured 
the Paleainians to save debate 
over Jerusalem, the most sensi- 
tive issue of the Arab-IsraeK con- 
flict, until a later stage of the 
talks, years down the road. 

“In the beginning, we accepted 
to deal with Jerusalem in a 
second phase of negotiations, but 
now it is our first priority,” Faisal 
Husseini, an adviser to Palesti- 
nian peace negotiators, said 
Friday. 

Rasing Jerusalem now would 
further complicate the Washing- 
ton talks since Israel insists the 
city’s future cannot be d iscu s sed 
until much later. 

Mr. Husseini spent the night 
with two Palestinian families in 
the Arab district of SOwan, where 
a day earlier 13 Jewish families 
moved into six homes after claim- 
ing they acquired control legally. 

The settlers, who tried to take 
over homes in the district last 
October bat were ousted by 
police, triads their move this time 
under police protection after win- 
ning tiie government’s backing 
and a ruling that their rental of 
the homes was legal. 

But Arab residents of the dis- 
trict have brought suit claiming 


the settlers move into two of the 
houses was illegal. liberal politi- 
cians criticised the settlers’ move 
and about 20 Israeli peace activ- 
ists demonstrated Friday against 
the settlers. 

The Israeli newspaper Haaretz 
reported Friday that other Jewish 
settler groups have been working 
secretly for the past year to ac- 
quire property in other Arab dis- 
tricts of Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem’s Israeli mayor, Ted- 
dy KoDek, warned that the set- 
tiers’ actions threatened the 
peace talks and farther raised 
tensions in the city. 

He blamed the government 
which he said “seems to be fol- 
lowing the extremists, people 
with a fanatically shortsighted 
understanding of Jerusalem’s in- 
terests.” 

“Does anyone seriously think 
that there will not always be 
Muslims and Christians in Jeru- 
salem? That we can ignore their 
rights and expect the world to 
respect ours?” be said Friday. 

Mr. Kollek said, however, that 
be was helpless against the set- 
tlers. “Unfortunately, as mayor, I 
have no means to fight, other 
than my powers of persuasion,” 
he said. 

On Friday, a municipal court 
issued a temporary order telling 
the settlers to leave one house 
involved in the Arabs’ suit but 
allowing them to remain in the 
other until a final decision on the 
case is made in three days. 


On Thursday, the settlers had 
ignored a judges’ instruction to 
leave both dwellings, and police 
did not move to evict them. 
Police spokesman Shmuel ' Ben- 
Ruby said police did not act 
because they had no specific 
order. 

When the settlers first entered 
the SOwan homes on OcL. 9, 
police evicted the intruders on 
their own as a security threat. 
Sflwan is a hotbed of the four- 
year Palestinian uprising, and 
police feared violent dashes. 

But last Sunday, the right-wing 
cabinet of Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir approved the set- 
tiers’ move into the area — pro- 
vided they got legal backing — 
and ordered police to protect 
them. 

Dan Avi-Isaac, an attorney for 
the settlers, said most of the 
apartments were rented to the 
settlers by government agencies. 
For example, he said, one-third 
are “absentee property” taken 
over by the “occupation power” 
after Arab owners fled in the 1948 
Middle East war. 

On Friday, dozens of riot 
police were deployed to guard the 
Jewish settlers. 

Mr. Husseini said the takeover 
of the Sifwan home made it more 
difficult to sell the idea of the 
peace talks to sceptical Palesti- 
nians. 

“Our people have their own 
serious doubts about the credibil- 
ity of the peace talks,” he said. 


Kurds sceptical of 
i-backed Iraqi 


exile ‘government’ 


ERBIL, Iraq (R) — Kurdish 
rebels say Saadi Arabia has prop- 
osed that they join with otber 
Iraqi o pp o si tion groups in form- 
ing a provisional government in 
exile with the aim of toppling 
President Saddam Hnssein. 

But the Kurds add they are 
sceptical of the plan, under which 
a Riyadh-based provisional gov- 
ernment would request United 
Nations recognition as the legiti- 
mate government of Iraq. 

“We are familiar with the 
Saudi plan. Apart from money, I 
am not sure what the Saudis have 
to offer. They have no political 
ideas,” Hoshyar Zebari, adviser 
to Massoud Baizani who is one of 
two major Kurdish resistance 
leaders, told Reuters Friday. 

He and other Kurdish sources 
in northern Iraq said the Sandis 
were trying to organise a meeting 
of Iraqi opposition groups to be 
held in Riyadh early next year. 

They said the governments of 
Egypt, Iran and Syria were 
cooperating with Saudi Arabia in 
hying implement the plan. 

More than 60 Iraqi opposition 
groups seek President Saddam's 
fall but ethnic, religions and 
ideological differences divide 
them. 

Nationalist Kurds, Sunni 
Baathists, Shiite fundamentalists 
and Christian communists jostle 
for portion. Kurds say forming a 
provisional government incorpor- 
ating all grou ps is daunting. 



Massood Barzani 


Saudi Arabia — with a Gulf 
war score to settle with Iraq — 
brings money and regional influ- 
ence to the table. It already sup- 
ports several Iraqi opposition 
groups, but not the Kurds. 

Mr. Zebari said he believed the 
Sandis hoped to replace President 
Saddam and his leadership with 
another Sunni-led government 
that would not be influenced by 
Syrian nationalists or I ranian fun- 
damentalists. 

“They want ... a palace coup 
really. They fear change from the 
periphery, from the Kurds or the 
Shiites,” he said. 


Kurds strongly prefer a pro- 
visional government based in 
northern Iraq, saying it would be 
more likely to gain independence 
and international legitimacy. 

Kurdish sources say the Saudi 
intelligence chief visited 
Washington in September to en- 
list U.S. support for the scheme. 

There has been no official word 
from Saudi Arabia regarding any 
such proposal. 

Washington, wary of Iraqi 
opposition groups, is said to be 
seeking a way to get topple Presi- 
dent Saddam without direct in- 
volvement. 

"The New York Times re- 
ported earlier this week that the 
Bosh administration was review- 
ing mQrtmy operations for a U.S. 
response in die event of a coup in 
Iraq. 

President George Bush, facing 
a reelection bid next year, ex- 
pects political foes to point to 
President Saddam’s continued 
rule as proof the Gulf war and 
U.S.-instigated United Nations 
blockade had faded to achieve a 
main goal. 

Mr. Barzani, leader of the 
guerrilla backed Kurdish Demo- 
cratic Party (KDP), has been 
negotiating with Baghdad for 
months to secure autonomy for 
Kurdistan within the framework 
of a sovereign Iraqi state. 


Donors 

pledge 

$700m for 
Lebanon’s 


rebuilding 


PARIS (R) — International 
donors have pledged $700 million 
towards the $1.5 billion needed 
for urgent re c o ns t ru ction work in 
Lebanon, the World Bank said 
Friday. 

Cak> Koch- Wcser, World Bank 
vice-president with responsibility 
for the Middle East, told a news 
conference that die Lebanese 
economy was fundamentally 
sound — surprisingly so after 16 
years of civil war and foreign 
invasion. 

“Once confidence is built, 
there should be tremendous 
scope for attracting private equity 
into the country,” he said. 

In the meantime, aid was 
needed immediately to restore 
telecommunications, repair wa- 
ter, waste and electricity services 
and build houses for the 800,000 
people — almost a quarter of the 
population — displaced by fight- 
ing. 

Lebanese Prime Minister 
Omar Karami, his Finance Minis , 
ter Ali A1 Khalil and other senior 
officials met delegates from 11 
donor countries and 13 interna- 
tional agencies on Thursday. 

The promised $700 million of 
aid was split roughly evenly be- 
tween the Arab and other states, 
but had mostly been pledged 
already at earlier bilateral meet- 
ings. Thursday’s session was an 
effort to coordinate aid flows, 
Mr. Kock-Weser said. 

Finance Minister Khalil told 
tiie news conference: “During the 
past two years we have been able 
to maintain peace and order, and 
we say that we have normal 
security due to tiie national re- 
conciliation government.” 

“Militias that have ben in the 
country for 16 years won’t go 
overnight. Yon can’t just wave a 
magic wand and expect them to 
disappear,” he said. 

But the government was con- 
taining the problem and, as for as 
possible, integrating irregulars 
within state security forces. 


‘Maxwell died from mix of 5 * L 

- - • -- v 


heart attack and drowning 5 


SANTA CRUZ DE TENER- 
IFE, Spain (Agencies) — British 
media tycoon Robert Maxwell 
probably died of a heart attack 
pithnngh drowning could not be 
ruled out as an associated factor, 
a cc ordi n g to a forensic re- 
port released Friday. 

Judge foabel OBva of the Gra- 
nacfiHa district court, who issued 
tiie report, said she had decided 
to dose the case after concluding 
that Mr. Maxwell’s death was 
most probably accidental. 

The famil y or a higher provin- 
cial coart has 10 days to appeal, 
Judge Oliva said. 

“I’ve closed the case,” she 
said. Asked if she had found 
evidence of criminal activity, she 
answered: “No.” 

Earlier, court spokesman Jose 
Luis Santos had said Judge Oliva 
bad issued a formal ruling to 
shelve tiie case without charges, 

“She believes she has nothing 
more to do,” Mr. Santos said. 
“From her point of view, there 
are no known individuals impli- 
cated.” 

The judge based her decision 
on police investigations, her 
questioning of the crew and Mr. 
Maxwell’s widow, and an autopsy 
report that concluded Mr. Max- 
well died due to a coronary crisis. 

Initial forensic findings indi- 
cated that Mr. Maxwell, 68, died 
of a heart attack bat speculation 
has been rife he might have com- 
mitted suicide or been killed as 
his media empire crumbled. 

The report said he died within 
an hour either side of 0600 GMT 
On Nov. 5. 

The effects of water on the 
body were consistent with the 
time between his death and the 
time the body was recovered 
from the sea (about 1840 GMT). 

“No external signs of violence 
were found, nor specifically any 
punctures, injuries indicating 
blockage of respintfory orifices. 


or traumatism which would i 
loss of consciousness or a 
tive mortal action. 


toxic agent was not confirmed by 
analysis conducted so for,” tie 
report said. 




The widow of Mr. MaxweQg 
happy with the findings of tig 
autopsy and with tiie judges ns 
commendation the case he 
dosed, the family’s lawyer sad. 

“I have just spoken to tan. 
Maxwell and she was reasswdt 
by the result," JuBo Hernandez 
Qaverie told Reuters Thursday. 

Mr. Hernandez Oaverie de- 
clined to speculate on how the 
judge’s decision would affect foe 
family’s insurance companies 
payouts, estimated at £20 m36oii 
($36 million). 

“It will be up to the (insurance 
companies’) lawyers, to. see 
whether they accept the .de* 
don,” he said. 

Speculation Mr. Maxwell killed 
hims elf to avoid the homfliatioo 
of seeing his publishing empire 
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— . £ empire 

collapse has been mounting ante 
he died. His empire, has smbe 


collapsed under debts of $5 
Hon. 


In Britain, fraud squad detec- 
tives are investigating suspidoQa 
that as creditors tamed op the 
heat in the months before Mr. 
Maxwell's death, the Czech-bofcj 
mogul desperately siphoned off 
‘ i fund assets worth around 




Mr. Hernandez Qaverie said 
the family bad no imm ediate 
plans to challenge the judge's 
ruling, but stressed they woqfcf 
mily decide after careful reading 
of tiie autopsy report and the 
judge’s decision, more than SO 
pages in total. 

“There are many medical con- 
cepts which I don’t understand 
very well. It’s very long. It wffl 
take me several days," be said. 


MUDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 




Vassiliou gives guarantees for Turks 


CANBERRA (AP) — Greek Cypriot President George Vassflkxf 
Friday advocated establishing a unified federal state in which 
Greek and Turkish Cypriots would be protected tty having thefe 
own police forces, mayors and legal systems. Vassflioo, who ts oa 
a week-long official visit to Australia, met Prime Minister fibb 
Hawke on Thursday and received a pledge for continued 
Australian support for U.N. efforts to reunify the island. Ai 
Turkish Cypriots d e m o ns tr ated outside, Mr. Vassiliou told the 
National Press dub Friday that the United Nations and tiie world 
community should work to forceTurkey to withdraw Its occupy 
tian forces from northern Cyprus. 


Army to cede power in Mauritania by end of 1992 


NOUAKCHOTT (R) — Mauritania’s President Maaouya (fold 
Sid’ Ahmad Taya has said his military government will cede power 
to elected civilians by the end of 1992, apparently delaying the 
handover by several months. Thursday’s announcement on state 
radio made no reference to a previous timetable under which the 
army would give up power in the first half of next year. The 
country’s eight opposition parties recently asked the g o v er nm ent 
to delay presidential elections, scheduled for Jan. 24, by three oi. 
four months to give them more time to prepare. Political analysts . 
said Colonel Ould Taya's announcement could be a response toy 
their request, hinting at a possible postponement. Col. Ould Taya 
is one of two candidates who have so for said they will -nm foe 
president. 


Relatives of jailed dissidents protest In Iran 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian police arrested several relatives 9^ 
political dissidents protesting outside offices of tiie Intenratiooal: 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Tehran on Thursday, an 
Iraq-based opposition group said. The protesters accused author- 
ities of sending political prisoners to secret prisons in an effort to. 
hide them from ICRC inspection, the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq group 
said in a statement from London. Iran, accused by the West of 
human rights violations, agreed last month to let the ICRC ; WBt- 
prisons and interview inmates. Tehran denies detaining people for 
their political beliefs. The Mujahedeen said police tried to stop 
protestors from reaching the ICRC office and detained a “krge 
number” of them. -- I J 


Lockerbie victim’s father meets with Qadhafl 


LONDON (R) — > The father of a victim of the 1988 bombing. of Jt 
Pan Am jet said on Thursday he had a secret meeting with Libyan; 
leader Muammar Qadhafl and was given a sealed envelop 
Scotland’s top law officer. Jim Swire, whose daughter warkffletf 
in the explosion over the Scottish town of Lockerbie, said he had 
banded the envelope to Scotland's lord advocate Wednesday. 
think I know what it contains but I am not saying ” Mr. Smie 
said. .. - - . i 


A 



Teh 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

tKW LcChevafierdc Labyrinths 

1*53* LesCbavefiersduQel 

IMS News in Preach 

19:15 Documentary 

1931 News in Hebrew 

BM ..... News m Arabic 

2fcM TtotaDy Hidden VI 

21N E n co un ter 

ZU39 Life on the Land 

22M News in English 

DM Feature fBnc “DA* 

•*54 Fair 

06:16 (Stmrix)DnbM 

mas Dtnifar 

14(13 *A«r 

IMS Maghreb 

17:58 ,*W»* 


De h Safe CM TeL 661757 
UnwWsCMTst 622366 
C hnrcfc of the An awnriatfeu Tel. 
623S41. 

Mm Ckwck TeL 625383, TeL 
628543. 

Armenian C atH Bc Cfaarch Tel. 
771331. 

Ai ■anlan Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

9 1 Ephraim Ctocfa Tel. 771751. 
Awn Iw te martQM d Chart* TeL 
685326. 

EvaagHrsI Lotheraa Chan* Tel: 
811295. 

IhChRldJwCk 
Dn Mote TeL 823824. 664932 
- TCL67569I. 


Royri Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


Otter Flights (Tsrmlnal 4 


Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Vafley 


9/18 

3/12 

8/16 


Ugh temperatures: An- 
■ 16. Hum i dity reading s : 
per cent. Aqaba 44 per 


NIGHT DUTY 


BttBethi supplied by the Departmental 


8L Hmy of Naanffc Church $«■*, 

TeL 810740 

Assemblies at God Cfaarch, Tel. 
<32785. 

St Joseph Chart* TeL 624590. 
Church at On Aa iwl h iNt— Tel. 
<07440. 


The effect of the eold fr o nt wiB 
decrease gradually on Saturday. 
Though it te nia party dowdy 
and relatively eohL Winds «9 be 
we tfariy moderate, la Aqaba, it wffl be 
parity dowdy and winds will be wmtfa - 
erty modera te mi teas cairn. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. 

Dr. 1 
Dc.1 

Dr . Tawfiq Qab ta 

Fim pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy 

AlAaeaaa pharmacy — 
Nairoakh pharmacy ...... 

AI Sato p ha r macy ....... 

Yacoab pharmacy 

Shmekam pharmacy ..... 


.748364 
.793522 
.693925 
.623029 
.661912 
.778336 
. 637055 
623672 
.638730 
.644945 
.637660 


MmJMax. 


temp. 

3/10 


MED: 

Dr. Mohammad AlZn’bi 


(-) 


AI Sharaa’ pharmacy (275825) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. JBxad Mrdeb (— ) 

KbaSfefa pharmacy 985417 

BURG 

Food Control Centre 637111 

CSwfl Defence Department 6611 1 1 

CM Defence Immediate 

Rescse.. - 630341 

Qvfl Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. 621111, 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Po&ce 896390 

ft h fi tSrrarit yDc ptiti a car 630321 

Hotel Comptons 605800 

■Nee CVs i h items 661176 

Water and Se w erage 

Compton* 897467 

Amman Miaiidpiili ty 

Cn t wpfekita 787111 

Telephone Information 

Overseas dab OI0Z3O 


Central Amman Telephone 

Renans 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Owecs ABa lad. Airport. 06-53200 

H 

AMMAN: 

Hnssein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kha&di Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akaleh Maternity, J. Amo.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

MbOhs.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. SWisani 664171/4 

ShmrHaai Hospital 669131 

University Hospital... 845845 

AJ-Mnasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-AhU, Abdafi 664164/6 

Italian, AMMajmen 777101/3 

Al'Baririr.J. Astarafieh 775111/26 

Army. Marks 891611/15 


Queen ABa Hospital 6Q224(VS0 

Awi Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 
Zaraa National Hi 
Ran Sina H os p it al 
AlHhms Modem Hoqatri — .'(09)990990 
warn- 

Prianit Raona H ospital .. 

Oreek CatboBc Hospital 

Dsn AI Nafees Hospital (02)047100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


9M ..... ................... Damascus 

Mt Dhabran 

M0 Gmo 

9*0 New Della 

M5 — Karachi, Dubai 

•OH Colombo 

JM0 Beirut 

18:15 Frankfort, Vienna 

IMS - TripoS 

Hehrinki, Aqaba 



Uppcifiowcr price bt Bit per 

Apple 60CVOT- 

i 500 / 4SH 

i (Makamnnr) 


Otter Rights (Terminal 2) 


Cabbage 

CsnEflomr. 


2U5 


Rome, Beam 




22 tyi» 


Qacambezs 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Royal Jontanian (RJ) Rights 
(Tsrmlnal 1 ) 


Grapes . 
Gam ., 


— i w/bjj: 

360/ C®. 
2807220-* 


980 MOL 


TUs btfommoa n tuppBcO by Royal 
Jontanian (RJ) to fniuuhni depart- 
ment at the Queen ABa International 

Airport TeL (08)53200-5. nfae A 

abotdd always be vubhd. 


•6:15 Beirut ( 

VtM Aqaba ( 

1M5 Brussels, London j 

UN Vienna, Frankfurt ( 

UjJ® Amsterdam, New York ) 

1L45 ... Geneva, Paris ( 

UOO Rome, Madrid ( 

Jeddah ( 

Abn Dhabi, Dubai ( 

2UI Sanaa, Doha ( 

22*5 Aqaba. Hdrintt( 




.Z.uor&i 


Okra ,L....iZ __ 

Onion (dry) 

Pepper fbot) 

PtTpo 1 (swear) ; 

Potato ‘ 

....L-wn&i 


Tomatoes 


Watermelon 


M£Wj»4 





.‘i. •.••r.j'v*"'., 


"VI 





:*r “ 

T*V~ .rfii-"' 

,; > ► ' +$X *• •• ^ 

* *- ^ / . . 

- . * • 

t^.'C ••vr.-.:,- 

* P ->X._u ..; 

--->'• \?'u . 




ws 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1991, 3 


Foreign minister 
returns from Dakar 


n 

IT^MMAN- (Petra) — - Foreign 
y Minister Kainel Abo Jaber and 
iy >tbc Jordanian detection accom- 
% - panying bun Thursday returned 
^ -'borne after attending the Orga- 

* .^irisafion of Islamic Conference’s 
4 ‘meetings wta kb concluded in the 
t^TSeaegalese capital of Dakar 
V-jS^eduesdayr 

;bt an arrival statement. Dr. 
*4 ^Abo Jaber said the Dakar summit 
^ ’feaffinned foe Islamic cotmtries’ 

V ' support for tbe Arab rights and 
^ - ^foe -cobstrijctive Arab position 
\ towards the peace process. He 

’ added that tbe summit renewed 

V solidarity with the Palestinian 
li; -people and voiced support for 
h { them in their endeavours to their 

1 ■ /legitimate rights. 

The delegations taking part in 
^ meetings expressed satisfac- 
5* ” fion with the peaceful efforts and 
/(Jelineated tbe elements for 
9[ achieving a just, comprehensive 

* l£i£ncl durable solution to die Mid- 

*|BfeEast problem, Dr. Abu Jaber 
'said, adding that Israeli with- 
J -jdrairal from tbe occupied Arab 
J* L-ienitories, including the occupied 
£ .-Jordanian territory, and ensuring 
t&c legitimate rights of tbe 
^ -i Palestinian people, were prere- 


quirites for establishing a just and 
durable peace in the region. 

He pointed out that His Majes- 
ty King Hussein’s participation in 
the summit, was received with 
appreciation and satisfaction by 
the delegations taking part in the 
conference. 

King Hussein’s speech before 
the summit was well received and 
enjoyed the full support of parti- 
cipating delegations because of 
the specific ideas the King pre- 
sented to ensure an Islamic re- 
naissance, capable of lifting the 
Arab Nation ont of tbe current 
deteriorating situation. Dr. Aba 
Jaber said. 

Tbe foreign minister pointed 
out that the King also emphasised 
the need for drawing up a future 
plan, including an Islamic pers- 
pective for remedying the prob- 
lems facing Islamic countries. 

Dr. Abu Jaber noted that tbe 
Jordanian delegation called on 
the conference to adopt a firm 
stand towards the repeated Israeli 
aggressions and attacks on the 
holy shrine in Jerusalem, follow- 
ing the recent attack on the AJ 
Aqsa Mosque. 


Ulama decry Israeli attack 
on A1 Aqsa Mosque, urge 
U.S. to stop atrocities 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan has 
formally asked the U.S. to help 
stop Israeli atrocities io the occu- 
pied Arab territories. Tbe call 
was made by Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Minister Izzeddin A1 Kha- 
tib to U.S. ambassador to Jordan, 
Roger Harrisson, in a meeting 
Thursday. 

Sheikh Khatib affirmed that 
the Israeli occupation authorities’ 
aggressions on Arab and Islamic 
holy places were provocative acts 
that might lead to dashes in AJ 
Aqsa Mosque aud were consi- 
dered as interference in the reli- 
gious affairs of the Muslim 
population of the territories. 

Israeli forces Wednesday 
attacked A1 Aqsa Mosque and 
installed eight loudspeakers on its 
western wall. The mosque is the 
third holiest shrine for Muslims 
everywhere. 

Sbeilch Khatib told the ambas- 
sador that such acts showed that 
Israel should not be supervising 


holy places for Muslims and 
Christians alike, and affirmed 
that every comer and every stone 
in the holy tity has its historical 
importance for Arab citizens in 
the dty and everywhere in the 
occupied territories. 

The Israeli act, tbe minister 
added, was a flagrant challenge 
for tbe feelings of millions of 
Muslims around the world, parti- 
cularly the Palestinian people. 

Sheikh Khatib called on the 
American government to press- 
ure Israel to stop such aggres- 
sions. 

In a related development Chief 
Islamic Judge' Mohammad 
Mheilan issued a statement 
Thursday condemning the Israeli 
aggression. 

Sheikh Mheilan appealed to 
the Arab World, the Islamic 
world and all international orga- 
nisations to bring to an end such 
atrocities and called on them to 


take rapid measures that would 
stop such acts by tbe occupanon 
forces. 

“With this ugly deed, Israel has 
added another crime to its daily 
crimes of lulling innocent chil- 
dren and women in tbe West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, destroying 
houses, expropriating properties, 
uprooting trees and imprisoning 
men and women under fabricated 
charges.” the statement said. 

The Islamic Committee and the 
Awqaf and the Islamic Affairs 
Council in Jerusalem held a meet- 
ing Wednesday and demanded 
that Arab and Muslim states take 
action to reverse tbe effects of 
this aggression. 

The Jordanian government has 
also asked Jordan’s pennanent 
representative at the United Na- 
tions to submit a memorandum 
on die issue to the Security Coun- 
cil and the general secreatriat of 
the U.N.. 


.Panel enlightens Jordanians 
on Arab lobbies overseas 


H 

Si* 


* 

* 

*ti 


By Nor Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 


i. AMMAN — Throughout the 
1‘yeazs, Arab lobbies in the United 
.-States and other areas have be- 
^ -come the umbilical cord of the 
-"Arab World in keeping the fegiti- 
' A mate interests of their mother- 
■^and alive.. 

; “We are working towards a 
better foreign policy in the Un- 
ited States and working towards 
die interests of the Middle East,” 

Albert Mukheiber, president of 
the U.S.-based American- Arab 
Anti Discrimination Committee 
! (ADC) said in a panel discussion 
a* ; Wednesday evening. 

& • ,• The focus of the panel discus- 
i* ! don, entitled ‘‘search for peace 

fc ' and justice," was mainly to en- 

Sc • SjigN®? ^ -torclmiran ^blic ot^ a- adjacent and neighbouring coim- 


thal the cost of the damage 
should be paid for by the U.S. 
and (U.S.) should debit tbe loan 
guarantee to Israel,” Mr. 
Mukheiber said. 

Asked about ADCs activities 
to counter the moves by tbe U.N. 
to repeal that Zionism equals 
racism, Mr. Mukheiber said: “It 
is only a resolution. Just because 
the United Nations says that 
TIonism is not racism it does not 
mean it is true. What Israel aims 
at is for us (Arabs) to concentrate 
on this issue so we do not look 
after more important issues. It is 
their form of distracting us.” 

Representative of die CAA, 
Mr. Zanamri, focused on the 
important role the Arab com- 
munity (in Australia) has on the 
Asian Pacific basin as well as its 


the achievements of Arab lobbies 
j abroad. “We also need the pco- 
:df , jJle’S support fa/foe^ Arab cod&* 
r tries and for them to know that 
S they are not alone,” Mr. Mukhei- 
akf ' her told Radio Jordan, 
te ; The four speakers at the panel 
ite • were Dr. Hassan Badran and Dr. 
4 ! Mahmood A1 Taher, members of 
ya | the Jordanian Physicians for the 
wc ; Protection of Nuclear War 
(JPPNW) in addition Mr. 
^a^Mukheiber and Mr. Eddie Zana- 
•spsTairi who is secretary-general of 
Otf ; the (Australian-based) Commit- 
^ c tee of Arab- Australians (CAA). 

Speaking to Radio Jordan, Mr. 

. Mukheiber said that the ADC 
|gt ; was growing in strength although 
• it was not as strong as tbe Israeli 
lobby. “It is important to note,” 
he said, “that ADC is not limited 
fo Arab- Americans but includes 
also the majority of tbe American 
people.” 

! Looking into the issue of the 
S10 billion loan guarantee to 
Israel, Mr. Mukheiber said at the 
panel that because of the reces- 
sion tbe United States is passing 
through, “Congress will have to 
walk all over the increasing num- 
bers of homeless to pass the 
guarantee. The American people 
wiD oppose that.” 

- In relation to the loan guaran- 
tee, ADC is challenging the U.S. 
a dmi n is tration to charge Israel on 
the $20 million worth or damage 
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tries. ^ 

.* Arabs, who total 300,000 out of 
tbe 17 million Australian popula- 
tion, number higher in Australia 
than in the United States, he said. 
Here too “the Israeli lobby is 
extremely powerful and has an 
impact in stereotyping Arabs and 
Islam,” Mr. Zanamri, who is also 
an architect said. “There is a lot 
of discrimination,” he went on to 
say. 

“If the government is tbe main 
educator of public opinion, then 
people are influenced by their 
governments and base their 
stands on the official government 
line,” he said, adding that Arab 
organisations are looking into the 
process of transcending regional- 
ism and sectarianism and are 
fighting discrimination in the 
community. 

CAA was formed on Aug. 10, 


1990 during the Gulf ends. 

“We are trying to change poli- 
tical resolutions that have 
affected the Arab community 
which were looked upon as 
second class citizens,” Mr. Zana- 
mri said. 

Throughout tbe 100 years of 
history in tbe Labour Party, no 
parliament member voted against 
tire government without getting 
kicked out, he said. “Now, eight 
people from the Labour Party 
voted against the government yet 
we were able to afford them 
enough protection from getting 
kicked out.” 

According to Mr. Zananiri, it 
was a turning point for tbe Arab 
community, Australians began to 
realise that Arabs were a part of 
Australia and bad the right to 
oppose government policies. 

Dr. Badran spoke about the 
activities of the JPPNW, which 
was formed by a group of interna- 
tional doctors in 1980, to educate 
the public on the consequences of 
nuclear war. During the Gulf war 
the JPPNW campaigned vigor- 
ously in Jordan and abroad. 

Dr. Taber told the audience: 
“Iraqi and Palestinian children in 
Ottowa, Canada, have met the 
foreign affairs deputies and the 
Canadian government to demand 
the unfreezing of Iraq’s assets." 

His Majesty King Hussein met 
at the Royal Court with Mr. 
Mukheiber, Mr. Rahhal and for- 
mer Senate member James Abu 
Rizek. Tbe King spoke about the 
peace process and Jordan’s view 
and he (King) wass briefed on the 
groups activities and prog- 
rammes. 


ESCWA opens 
Gulf returnees 
file on Monday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
will patronise Monday the meet- 
ing which tbe United Nations 
Economic and Social Commis- 
sion for Western Asia (ESCWA) 
will organise in order to examine 
the ways and means of absorbing 
tbe large number of returnees 
from the Gulf countries and to 
find solutions to the unemployed 
skilled labour m the ESCWA 
countries. 

Integrating the skilled expatri- 
ate workers in the ESCWA re- 
gion with a particular emphasis 
on the opportunities and open- 
ings in the industrial sector is one 
of the main objectives of tbe 
expert group meeting that will be 
held in the ESCWA headquarters 
in Amman , An additional focus 
wfll be put on other related issues 
such as the identification of acti- 
vities to be implemented by 
national, regional and interna- 
tional organisations as well as the 
possibilities of helping the 
ESCWA countries to enhance the 
absorption of the returnees. 

The two-day meeting will take 
place in the context of the sever- 
ity of the situation caused by the 
sudden and unplanned flow back 
of relatively huge number of job- 
less migrant workers causing a 
sharp escalation of unemploy- 
ment in labour sending countries. 
Most of these countries were 
already suffering from the heavy 
effect of the earlier returnees 
coming back from the Gulf coun- 
tries (as a result of the prevailing 
recession (here), or from Iraq (as 
a result of the end of tbe Iraq/Iran 


war), or from the impact of the 
structural adjustment program- 
mes. 

With tbe outbreak of tbe Gulf 
crisis an estimated two million 
migrant workers and their depen- 
dents went back to Egypt 

(700.000) , Jordan and die occu- 
pied Palestinian territories 

(350.000) , Lebanon (60,000), 
Syria (110,000) and Yemen 

(880.000) , causing severe econo- 
mic and soda! implications in 
home countries, especially that 
they represent a significant per- 
centage of the economically ac- 
tive population. 

Many of tbe returnees are skil- 
led labour, possessing manage- 
- rial, administrative and technical . 
skills. Furthermore, a pan of 
them could be potential small and 
medium industrial entrepreneurs, 
and their accumulated saving ba- 
lance can be potential sources of 
finance for new ventures parti cu- 
. laity in industry. 

Due to the pressing issue of tbe 
returnees. ESCWA is holding 
this expert group meeting in pre- 
paration for more action-oriented 
ESCWA activities, including a 
more comprehensive meeting, 
that will be undertaken within tbe 
framework of ESCWA region, 
during 1992-1993, and will be 
dealing with the impact of labour 
movement in both labour sending 
. and labour receiving countries. 

A number of experts will par- 
ticipate in this meeting represent- 
ing ESCWA member countries 
and regional and international 
or ganisa tions. 


Lower House lashes out 
at Dakar resolution to 
continue sanctions on Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
strongly condemned a resolution 
taken by the Islamic summit con- 
ference in Dakar. Senegal calling 
for the continued imposition of 
international sanctions on Iraq. 

A statement issued by foe Low- 
er House of Parliament said such 
a call was unjust and in contradic- 
tion to all norms and internation- 
al principles and was directed 
against values of human rights 
and dignity. 

“We are dismayed at foe re- 
solution calling for continued 
sanctions on the Iraqi people and 
we are urging Islamic nations to 
rescind such a resolution as his- 
tory can never condone such 
crimes committed against a Mus- 
lim country by Muslims," said foe 
statement issued on Thursday. 

“Such a resolution runs against 
all nonns, intematinoal princi- 


ples, culture and faiths and runs 
counter io tbe teachings of 
Islam," added the statement. 

We, the representatives of the 
Jordanian people, express total 
support for foe Iraqi people, who 
are showing sacrifices and stead- 
fastness in foe face of hardships, 
and who deserve support from 
the leaders of the Islamic Na- 
tion," the statement continued. 
“The heads of Islamic countries 
ought to take an honourable 
stand and seek the lifting of tbe 
sanctions rather than ask for their 
perpetuation." 

The House statement urged 
heads of Islamic countries not to 
serve as tools in foe hands of foe 
camp, led by foe United States, 
that is hostile against the Arab 
and Islamic countries. 

The House sent copies of the 
statement to the Arab Parliamen- 


tary Union and tbe general secre- 
tariat of tbe Organisation of Isla- 
mic Conference (OIC) which 
organised the Dakar meeting. 

Meanwhile, the Lower House 
said it was scheduled to hold at 
meeting Sunday to discuss tbe 
new government’s policy state- 
ment and take a vote of confi- 
dence in the new government. 

Tbe Upper House of Parlia- 
ment held a meeting Thursday, in 
the presence of Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
cabinet members, daring which 
two deputy speakers and two 
assistants to the speaker, Mr.. 
Ahmad A1 Lawzi were elected. 

The Upper House also elected 
heads and members of the legal, 
financial, foreign relations, 
education and social affairs com- 
mittees. 


Experts propose 
important steps to 
upgrade fanning 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A three-day 
meeting organised by the Arab 
Farmers Cooperatives Federation 
ended in Amman Thursday with 
a call on Arab countries to facili- 
tate foe flow of agricultural pro- 
ducts among themselves to en- 
sure food security in the Arab 
World. 

The theme of the meeting was 
the role of farmers cooperatives 
in promoting food production in 
the Arab World and the experi- 
ence of the Jordan Cooperative 
Organisation was among those 
topics discussed at the meeting. 

A statement at the end of the 
conference urged the participat- 
ing countries to pave foe way for 
more investments in agriculture 
to use modern technology for the 
sake of ensuring food security 
and to give special attention to. 
the develophnent of foe rural 
regions of the Arab World. 

Tbe statement recommended 
also that Arab agricultural coop- 
eratives be allowed to boost their 
operations as they form a very 
e&ential element in promoting 
production, and to give proper 
vocational training to personnel 
involved m foe work of agricultu- 
ral extension services. 

Tbe statement called on coun- 
tries of the region to give due 
protection to the land from pollu- 
tion, to conduct studies and semi- 
nars in pollution-prevention mat- 
ters and to offer guidance to 
fanners on foe proper use of 
chemical materials like pesticides 
with a view to safeguarding foe 
land and the environment in 
general. 

It also said that special emph- 
asis in foe national strategies 
should be made on tbe produc- 


tion of cereals and animal feed 
which are essential components 
in the plans and programmes for 
ensuring food security. 

Other recommendations in- 
cluded calls for protecting pasture 
lands, introducing measures to 
stem desertification, forestry 
programmes, storage of cereals, 
food processing operations and 
foe marketing of agricultural pro- 
ducts. 

Also ending in Amman Thurs- 
day was a five-day conference 
organised by Near East regional 
office of foe U-N. Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
with foe participation of dele- 
gates from 24 countries. 

According to Dr. Hani Hadda- 
(fin who chaired foe sessions, the 
meeting passed resolutions call- 
ing on Near Eastern countries'© 
step up efforts towards increasing 
seed production, combating pest^fl 
and promptly dealing with dis- 
eases common to man had anim- 
al. 

Dr. Haddadin told foe Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that the 
participants recommended prog- 
rammes to spread awareness 
among the consumers and the 
producers of crops about food 
products, and urged continued 
exchanges of expertise in raatteis 
related to testing of. imported 
seeds, combating pests, growing 
products under plastic cover and 
other related matters. 

The delegates, he said, also 
recommended closer cooperation 
among the Near Eastern nations 
in matters related to veterinary 
medicine, laboratory work re- 
lated to vaccines and combating 
animal diseases. 


RJ 

chief 

resigns 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ) Executive President 
Husain Abu Ghazaleh has res- 
igned and is expected to be 
appointed ambassador at the 
foreign ministry, according to in- 
formed government sources here. 

Mr. Abu Ghazaleh is to be 
succeeded to the post by 
Mahmoud Jamal Balqez, the 
director-general of the Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA). 
according to the source which 
preferred anonymity. 

Mr. Balqez. who earlier served 
as director general of the national 
airline, will be succeeded in his 
present post by Ahmad Jweiber, 
the director-general of the Queen 
Alia International Airport. 

Due to the changes, a press 
conference scheduled for Satur- 
day by-‘RJ executive president to 
mark RTs 28tb anniversary has 
been cancelled, according to the 
sources. 

They said the annual marketing 
and sales conference for RJ area 
managers which was supposed to 
open Monday, Dec. 16, has been 
postponed until further notice. 

The two-day meeting was set to 
group area officers from 42 re- 
gions to conduct a reassessment 
of RTs commercial performance 
and operations in 1991 and dis- 
cuss operational plans for the 
coming year. 

RJ’s deputy directors were also 
to present foe air carrier's policies 
about future operations, fi- 
nance and administration at the 
meeting. 

RTs 1991 operations witnessed 
foe reopening of the Amman- 
Beirut route and the starting of 
Amman-Colombo and Amman- 
Toronto new routes. 
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•.t ; in the Beirut University bombing, 
■ ■ last month. “Since the suspects 


ft* 


t. i . have already admitted they were 
*■" ' working with Israel, we sent let- 
ters to the U.S. administration 


QAF displays talents 


AMMAN (J.T) — Tbe first ever 
exhibition of products by the 
Queen Alia Social Welfare Fund 
(QAF) is now being held at the 
Jordan Inter Continental Hotel in 
Amman. 

The five-day exhibition which 
displays products by QAPs va- 
rious centres was Thursday 
opened formally by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma, chair- 
person of OAF’S board of trus- 
tees. 

On display are ceramic works. 


handwoven carpets and knit 
wear. 

QAF runs a great number of 
centres, in rural and urban dis- 
tricts, designed to raise foe stan- 
dard of Jordanian families and 
help women in rural areas to 
contribute to the development of 
their community. 

QAF, which was founded to 
promote, consolidate and orga- 
nise national capabilities and re- 
sources in support of serial de- 
velopment and a higher life quali- 


ty for Jordanian people, now runs 
community development centres, 
centres for the disabled, volun- 
tary social work, child care prog- 
rammes, skills development prog- 
rammes for women, and rehabi- 
litation training programmes 
especially in foe rural regions. 

Several cabinet members and 
members of tbe foreign diploma- 
tic community in Amman were 
present among tbe audience of 
invited guests at the opening 
ceremony. 


Choir of YWCA ushers Christmas 


By Jean-Qande Elias 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Faithful to their 
annual Christmas “rendez-vous" 
with all lovers of vocal music, the 
Young Woman Christian Asso- 
ciation (YWCA) choir has started 
a series of four concerts, virtually 
all sold out several days in adv- 
ance, at Nabil Mashini theatre 
(ex Noujoum, ex Opera). Per- 
formances started Dec. 13 and 
would continue at 8:00 pm today 
and tomorrow. 


With a participation of about 
50 singers and pianists Sarnia 
Ghannonm and Leonardo 
Guilang, tbe YWCA choir has 
tins year added Ramzi Qubain on 
violin and Fares Jaiamni on clar- 
inet who will perform on 
Mozart’s laudate dominum. 

Over tire past years, tbe choir 
has been known not only to defiv- 
er a high quality performance but 
to also add foe unique and essen- 
tial Christmas spirit to their sing- 
ing. This year's programme can 
be divided into three distinct 


parts: A medley of Christmas 
carols m which foe audience is 
nicely asked to participate and 
ring with the choir, classical 
pieces selected from the sacred 
repertoire and masses by Mozart 
and finally a full cantate by John 
Peterson. 

While all members have put all 
their talent and faith in preparing 
foe much awaited series of con- 
certs, it is worth mentioning foe 
special efforts of conductor 
Karim Bawab whose dedication 


and genuine spirit are beyond 
compare, as well as foe work of 
soloists Randa Awwad, Sarnia 
Ghannouro, Samir Carmi and 
Ramzi Bassil. 

In addition to the main adult 
choir, tbe YWCA children's choir 
will present ‘Twinkling Star,' ‘In 
A Manger* and ‘Chante Dans La 
Rue.’ 

The YWCA will bring the 
freshness and pure beauty of voc- 
al ait to a season exceptionally 
rich in instrumental concerts. 
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Municipality of Greater Amman 
Amman Transport and jjaaiapal Dewfopmen 
(Loan No. 2334 - 10) 

fr"" 

The Municipality of Greater Amman intends to apply part 
of the proceeds of the above mentioned loan for the new 
issue of road maintenance equipment and instruments 
tender which includes the following: loaders, pueumatic 
rollers, tractors, pickup trucks, portable spray bar, port- 
able chip spread. TRRL skid resistance pendulum, 
sand patch, truck mounted crane, mini finisher and traffic 
cones. 

Tender documents will be available as of December 1 1 , 
1991 for a non-refundable fee of (JD 160) one hundred 
sixty JD for each set from: 

Municipality of Greater Amman 
Tenders Department 
P.O.Box 132 Amman - Jordan 
Tlx: 21969 AMCITY JO Fax: 649420 

Closing date for accepting the bids is 10:00 hours January 27, 
1992, at the same address mentioned above. 

A bank guarantee as a bid bond is a must for accepting the bids 
amounting to (5%) of the total bid value and all bidders must 
comply fully with page (39) of the tenders documents in order for 
their bids to be accepted. 

All bids will be opened publicly on the same closing date at 
12:00 hours. 
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Municipality of Greater Amman 
Amman Transport aad Municipal D ev elo pmen t Project 
(Loan No. 2334 - JO) 

Kflbam of toad Ma i nUna oce Epipnat Tender VB2/90 

The Municipality of Greater Amman intends to apply part 
of the proceeds of the above mentioned loan tor the 
reissue of road maintenance equipment tender which 
includes the following: water tanks, dump trucks small & 
large, vibratory rollers, road milling machine, fuel tank, 
concrete vibrators, mini loaders, cutting machines, mobile 
concrete mixer, backhoe loader, heater and sprayer, 
crack filling machine, melter pourer, road marking 
machine, bitumen distributer & tanker 
Tender documents will be available as of December 11, 
1991 for a non-refundable fee of (JD 160) one hundred 
sixty JD for each set from: 

Municipality of Greater Amman 

Tenders Department 

P.O.Box 132 Amman - Jordan 

Tbe 21969 AMCITY JO Fax: 649420 

Companies that participated in above mentioned tender can 

obtain the render documents at no fee. 

Closing date for accepting the bids is 10:00 hours January 27. 
1992, at the same address mentioned above. 

A bank guarantee as a bid bond is a must for accepting the bids 
amounting to (5%) of the total bid value and all bidders must 
comply fully with page (39) of the tenders documents in order for 
their bids to be accepted. 

All bids will be opened publicly on the same closing date at 
12:00 hours. 
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Time to reflect 


this WEEKEND in Washington should serve in addition to 
bdng a time for rest as a time for reflection as weft. 

Arabs, Israelis and Americans, involved in the search for 
peace in this troubled region, should not let the vision of 
peace escape their sight when they weigh with care and 
alarm the prospects of peace or no peace in this part of the 
world. While Arabs should recall in their minds the fears of 
Israel, the Israelis should in torn dwell in their thoughts on 
Palestinian aspirations and rights* And the Americans 
should think in historical perception of their moral role as 
the dominant power in the world. 

For peace to be achieved, those women and men in 
Washington should do their utmost to ensure that ultimately 
Israeli fears will be eradicated and Arah-Palestinian rights 
restored. Even at this very early stage of the negotiations 
both Arabs and Israelis could, by continuing to talk, do a 
great deal for removing mistrust between them and for 
replacing that with confidence. 

Keeping in mind at all times what the alternative for 
peace will be, the negotiating sides in Washington should do 
all they could to ensure that the talks will proceed on solid 
and moral grounds. White it is regarded as naive to talk 
about morality in politics, this particular conflict in the 
Middle East requires a great deal of moral courage to 
untangl e Its complexity. Nowhere is a one land being 
claimed by two people and nowhere is the U.S. so involved. 

The news coming from Washingto n late Friday were 
enc ou r a g i ng. Whatever shape of agreement the Jordanian, 
Palestinian and Israeli negotiators reach is for sore better 
than no agreement. An agreement on tills issue paves the 
road for the next round and the one after. It is encouraging 
also to note that the Americans, although assuming a low 
key profile, are actively involved.in the two sides quest for 
compromise. Although 3he U.S. -administration is strained 
by its domestic agenda, the United States itself has a moral 
responsibility towards a world that it helped shape and a 
region — the Middle East — in which it has its most 
important interest. A region so important to American 
interests that the ILS. went into war against one of its 
regional powers. 

Those negotiators in Washington most not only look at 
their task from the narrow framework of real politics but 
also in a historical perspective. Whatever they achieve or 
foB to achieve in Washington these days will help determine 
which path the peoples of the region will take, peace or war. 

Those negotiators, therefore, should make their (fast 
agreement on continuing the talks no matter what obstacles 
they might face. They should work hard, together with their 
American interlocutors, to ensure that the talks wffl 
continue until peace is attained. This last opportunity most 
not be missed. 


ARABIC PRESS 


THE ARAB heads of state have missed a golden chance of 
meeting together and end their difference by failing to show up at 
the Islamic summit conference in Senegal, said A1 Ra*i Arabic 
daily. The summit should have been a starting point for the beads 
of the Arab nation to launch joint action and to forget about their 
side differences for tbe sake of giving all their attention to achieve 
the aspirations of their nation, the paper said. King Hussein's 
presence among the Muslim leaders in Dakar and his active 
participation in the summit was a cause of pride for Arabs mid 
Muslims; but the Muslims of Africa were disappointed to see that 
the Arabs have shunned the summit and missed a good chance for 
concerting the Islamic countries’ actions and discussing issues of 
concern to their countries, said the paper. The Africans were 
hoping that such a meeting would lay the foundation for a true 
and firm cooperation and unity among Muslim brothers, achieve- 
ments which are opposed by the Western countries, the enemies 
of Islam and tbe Arabs, stressed tbe paper. It said that the 
Western countries are determined to impose the so-called new 
world order which entails total disregard to Muslims’ interests and 
disresepect of the Arab and Islamic culture. The paper said that 
the Americans and the Western countries are doing ail they can to 
keep the Arabs and Muslims divided and in disarray; it is 
regrettable to see tbe Arab and Muslim countries helping them to 
do that and enabling them to maintain a war of genocide chi the 
Iraqi people. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra'i Arabic daily criticised tbe European 
Community countries whose leaders discussed tbe Middle East 
among other world issues at their summit in Holland. Mohammad 
Kkarroub said that tbe final statement issued by the European 
Community leaders was a retreat from Europe’s earlier stance 
and did not support the just Arab cause. The statement, which 
was apparently carefully worded to please the Americans and to 
avoid angering the Israelis, linked a halt of Israeli settlements on 
Arab lands to Arab countries' ending their boycott of Israel, tbe 
writer said. He said that the Europeans were dearly influenced 
.and pressured by the United States which does not want Europe 
to have a leading role in the peace making process. The writer 
said it is natural for Europe to play a more active role in this 
process in tbe wake of the collapse of tbe Soviet Union which is 
supposed to be co-sponsoring the peace negotiations . The writer 
urged tbe Arab countries involved in die negotiations to help the 
Europeans take a more active role in ending their conflict with 
Israel and in ensuring the restoration of Arab rights and usurped 
Arab lands. 


If the will of the international community and 
the primacy of international law are upheld, the 
peoples of the region can enjoy the results of peace 


Following is the full text of the 
address of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan at tbe 
Amcrican-Arab A nti- 
Discrimina tion Committee Con- 
ference on Thursday. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 


“True peace is not merely the 
absence of tension; it is the presence 
of justice.” These are the words of a 
man who lived — and died — for 
peace, for the end of discrimination 
and for the beginning of an age of 
tolerance, co-operation and under- 
standing between peoples and na- 
tions. Although be cued nearly a 
quarter of a century ago, his words 
remain singularly relevant in 1991, 
and I believe them especially apt 
today. For your deliberations at this 
conference — indeed, all of your 
endeavours — surely owe a great debt 
to the spirit and wisdom of Dr. 
Martin Luther King. I would like to 
take this opportunity to honour the 
memory of one who did so much to 
promote the ideals of noo-viokoce, 
peace and true justice, and who 
showed bow those ideals might one 
day become realities. 
Distinguished delegates. 


1 Dr. King's dictum about tbe nature 
of peace is nowhere more applicable 
than in the Middle East For almost 
two decades now, there have been no 
major wars between the Arab states 
and IsraeL Yet neither has there been 
peace. In the occupied territories, all 
the features that one would expect to 
be p res e nt in a state of peace — 
stability, security, respect for person- 
al and political rights — have been 
markedly absent As the intifada goes 
into its fifth year, distribution of 
resources continues to be characte- 
rised by blatant injustice. This is, of 
course, to say nothing of the total 
blanket disregard of legitimate and 
basic human rights, such as the right 
to self -determination. 

There is no war, but there is no 
peace, by any criteria. Applying Dr. 
King's analysis, not only is justice 
absent, but tension is everpresent. 
How then may we define this situa- 
tion? It is a situation that most end, 
one that cannot be sustained inde- 
finitely: that much we may safely say. 
But as ever, the difficult questions 
concern not the situation to be trans- 
formed, but the nature of its replace- . 
meat. 


The international peace con fe rence 
held in Madrid .on Oct. -307 1991 
marked a watershed in the' history of 
our troubled regjonrairi'poiiitBd the 
way towards such a replace. After 
decades of false dawns, futile initia- 
tives, represe ntati ves of all parties 
concerned with the conflict gathered 
together, in the hope of laying the 
groundwork for a long-term and sus- 
tainable resolution to the conflict. It 
is the hope of Jordan that all parties 
to the proce& will continue down the 
long and difficult path to peace in the 
spirit of open exchange and com- 
mnnication. The fact that we have 
reached this stage at all owes much to 
that spirit, and we befieve it alone to 
be capable of fulfilling our mutual 
desire for peace, security and mutual 
enrichment. 

It has always been Jordan’s aim to 
help bring about a peaceful and equit- 
able resolution to the Palestine ques- 
tion and the concomitant Arab-Israeli 
conflict. We believe that the former 
lies at the heart of the latter, and that 
progress towards peace hinges on a 
comprehensive resolution of that 
question. It must be pointed out here 
that when we speak of resolving the 
Palestine question, we are employing 


a term that denotes die provision of 
bath material and non-material hu- 
man needs associated with the de- 
velopment, identity and autonomy of 
the individual ami of groups with 
which the indhrikhia] identifies. 

Among the central objectives of 
any state purporting to act in the 
interests of those living under its 
regime are the provision of food, 
banc health, and purpose for ail. 
These objectives are so fundamental 
to tbe human condition that they may 
be classed as minimum requirements 
which people may legitimately expect 
of states. The facts on the ground 
indicate that Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories are discriminated 
against oo a daffy basis in respect of 
these requirements, in flagrant viola- 
tion of international laws. Injustice is 
thus being pe. petrated against the 
personal, national and political rights 
of Palestinians at the most basic 
levels. 

With respect to the first of these 
requirements, I would draw your 
attention to a few statistics on water 
in the occupied territories. Since 
1967, Palesti nian* have been pre- 
vented from drilling artesian wells for 
irrigation purposes. As a result, the 
proportion of Palestinian farmland 
under irrigation hasdedmed bom 27 
per cent to only 4 per cent. Some 80 
per cent of water from the mountain 
aquifers, underground reserves be- 
neath the hills of the West Bank, is 
taken by Israel. West Bank villages 
account for about one per cent of aO 
the water used in Israel. Tbe Israeli 
allocation of water resources, natural- 
ly scarce in die first place, is discri- 
mination of die most basic kind. 

But although die statistics are in 
themselves cause for grave concern, it 
is tbe absence of the third require- 
ment — purpose — that is most 
worrying. Palestinians in the occupied 
territories are not provided with any 
tools of participation, are oot 
accorded the respect necessary to 
form and manifest their collective 
will. Purpose req u i res participation. 
Participation provides people with an 
op port u nity to manage their own 
affairs, and makes their identity an 
object of the state’s respect Tbe 
collapse of the political systems of 
Eastern Europe that heralded this 
decade graphically demonstrated that 
tim power of human needs of identity 
and autonomy — of participation — 
is far greater than military power. In 
the case of Israel, its failure to supply 
its Palestinian population with adequ- 
ate supplies of water is therefore but a 
symptom — though an extremely 
troubling one — of its failure to 
provide pu i p o se and participation, 
which would require involving or 
consulting that population at the most 
human ford of resource allocation. 

It was therefore to note 

President Bush’s call, in Ins congres- 
sional address of March 6, 1991, for 
the legitimate political rights of the 
Palestinians in their own homeland, 
to be a major item for the agenda of 
the peace conference. At last, the 
Palestinian national struggle for 
identity has been rewarded. It has 
taken decades, but Palestinians are 
now the masters of their own destiny. 
In the interests of reaching a resolu- 
tion to tins conflict, which underpins 
all regional confrontations, Jordan 
has always demonstrated flexibility as 
fo the modalities and format peace 
talks. We welcomed tbe inefuskm of 
the Palestinians, and willingiy pro- 
vided an umbrella for their participa- 
tion: the joint delegation. At Madrid, 
all parties indicated both their wffling- 
ness to continue negotiations, and 
their commitment to the ultimate 
objective; a just and lasting peace for 
all. As events unfold in Washington, 
as we make every effort to facilitate 


the goal of peace, we trust drat 
history will vindicate our ende a vo u rs. 
But the path is likely to be as difficult 
as it will be long, and if we are to 
attain that elusive objective, certain 
factors must be borne in mind. 

From the co-sponsors of the talks, 
skilful mediation will be required; 
and sensitive, pragmatic use of the 
influence available to them win be 
needed to bridge tbe gulf that sepa- 
rates tbe parties on fundamental 
issues of substance. Questions must 
now be raised about the co- 
sponsorship of the Soviet Union, in 
the wake of the declarations of Rus- 
sia, the Ukraine and Byelorussia of 
their commonwealth erf Slavic states. 
It is our hope that the impetus from 
Moscow as well as Washington can be 
sustained, in whatever form. There 
are issues to be discussed that will 
require balanced mediation, and 
perhaps given this, more than one 
mediator will be required. As always, 
however, it is impossible to predict 
tbe outcome of events in the Soviet 
Union. The pace of international 
change seems to have accelerated 
dramatically in the last three years. 
We can but hope that among the 
dividends of tins rapid transformation 
will be even greater impetus for peace 
in our region, the kind of true peace 
that Dr. King spoke of and worked 
towards. 

toael, for its part, must accept the 
cardinal principle of international law 
that the acquisition of territory by war 
is inadmissible. Jordan, working with- 
in the framework of tbe U.N. Charter 
and seeking always to uphold the 
pr ovisions of international law, has 
attempted to lay the foundations for 
many peace initiatives. Tbe basis of 
cmr efforts has always been the will of 
the -international community, embo- 
died in U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions 224 and 33S. They provide tbe 
groundwork for a practicable formula 
for ending tbe conflict in our region, 
by calling for the exchange of terri- 
tory for peace while safeguarding the 
security of all states in tbe region, 
including Israel. I would Eke to men- 
tion here the "security dilemma," a 
concept of recent political science. Ft 
relates to a situation in which two or 
more states are locked in an arms race 
with the motive of enhancing their 
security. With each step up in the 
arming process, however, die other 
side responds with a higher threshold 
of commitment, ensuring continuous 
incremental escalation. Thus, the 
pursuit of security paradoxically leads 
only to greater insecurity. 

In a sense, this is the dilemma 
facing Israel today. It wishes to 
guarantee its security, but that will 
never be possible under the present 
conditions. Tbe Gulf war merely 
underlined that fact, for neither Ad 
brad’s weapons of mass destruction 
deter attack by Iraq, nor did its illegal 
possession of territory bold supposed 
strategic value. In these days of soph- 
isticated ballistic technology, there 
can be only one sure guarantee of 
security. That is not a better weapons 
system, or an extra yard of land. The 
sole path to true security is the 
achievement of equitable and sustain- 
able peace. 

The “land for-peace" formula, 
together with the recognition of the 
rights of Palestinians to self- 
determination, is central to that 
achievement. The return of territories 
occupied in 1967 is absolutely integral 
to the peace process, and any attempt 
to depict K otherwise can only be 
based on disrespect for the legitimacy 
of international law. There is no other 
basis for the resolution of the conflict. 
Only if the will of the international 
community and tbe primacy of inter- 
national law arc upheld — and seen 
to be upheld — can the peoples of the 


region enjoy the results of peace, and 
Eve in dignity, prosperity and true 
security. The peace we seek goes 
beyond a state of non-belligerency to 
one of trust, coordination, and fruit- 
ful cooperation over usues such as 
water, arms control, refugees and the 
environment. These issues are in- 
creasingly pressing, and must be 
addressed soon. But there is a great 
deal of ground to make up if the 
traditional barriers between the sides 
are to be lowered. 

Perhaps the most vital element of 
the peace process currently in motion 
is the implementation of measures to 
build pnbtic confidence on both sides. 
Tbe most urgent and central of these 
is a freeze on settlement construction 
in the occupied territories. Such a 
freeze would be a mark of good faith 
and a valuable contribution towards 
the breakdown of psychological bar- 
rios that exist for both parties. In- 
deed, all parties must refrain from 
actions which may undermine the 
continuation of the process. This 
opportunity has been nearly half a 
century in coining; we believe that 
none of the parties wish to wait so 
long for another opportunity, and 
that they will therefore act only in our 
common best interests. 

Israeli settlements in the occupied 
territories do not only violate interna- 
tional law, but underline the primacy 
of war as an instrument of Israeli 
foreign policy. Jewish acquisition of 
land in Palestine has served as the 
basic vehicle of nation-bnilding. 
Moreover, tbe question of settle- 
meats has repercussions beyond tbe 
occupied territories. It impinges 
(Erectly on Jordan’s national security, 
and the social, economic and environ- 
mental interests of our population. 

I mentioned earlier some figures 
relating to the allocation of water in 
the West Bank. It is app ropriate here 
to review briefly tbe history of rela- 
tions between Jordan and Israel with 
respect to water. After Israel took 
control of the River Jordan by Avert- 
ing its flow in 1964, Jordan began to 
build a dam on the River Yarmouk. 
This was deliberately destroyed by 
Israeli soldiexs in the last boon of the 
1967 war, and later plans to bmki a 
dam further up the Yarmouk have 
met only with Israeli belligerence. We 
believe that such policies are condu- 
cive only to continued confrontation, 
and tbe furtherance of the psycholo- 
gical barriers and material iniquities 
that characterise relations between 
the sides in the conflict. We believe 
that now is an appropriate time, and 
that this would be an appropriate 
area, for tbe implementation of confi- 
dence building measures on the part 
of IsraeL 

I should like to make some 
observations at this point co n cer ni ng 
tbe effect upon Jordan of the man 
displacement of people that has taken 
pla* in the Middle East since Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait in 1990. Jordan's 
position differs in several respects 
from that of other countries which 
have received displaced people dur- 
ing the recent crisis. 

In addition to accommodating large 
numbers of displaced migrant work- 
ers and professionals who were en 
route to their home countries, Jordan 
has had to cope with up to 300,000 of 
its own “returnees" from Kuwait, 
Iraq and other Gulf states. This 
amounts to an increase of 10 per cent 
on a population that already compris- 
ed the world's highest proportion of 
refugees to indigenous population, at 
one quarter. I would add briefly that 
the term "returnee" bad no real 
significance for many of these in- 
voluntary migrants, as most of them 
had been away from Jordan for de- 
cades, and a large proportion had 
even been born and brought up 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Israel places obstacles 


in the path of negotiations 


THE current peace talks in 
Washington, the Palestinian intifa- 
da, the situation in Iraq and the 
Arab World along with domestic 
issues in Jordan were prominent 
topics in tbe local press over the 
part week. 

In discussing the peace talks, A1 
Ra'i daily said that the Arab coun- 
tries and the Palestinians have 
accepted the U.N. resolutions and 
the international legiti m acy and 
are serious about exchaning land 
for peace wife Israel. But it noted 
that in light of Israel's behaviour in 
Washington, there can only be a 
slim chance for peace should 
Israel's obstacles continue to ob- 
struct progress. 

A1 Dust our daily, was of the 
same view and went further by 
criticising the United States’ stand 
vis-a-vis the Israeli manoeuvres 
which, the paper said, are designed 
to abort the peace process. Tbe 
Arabs can understand Israel’s 
procrastination, but can by no 
means understand the U-S- ndnd- 
nttfr a tf oa’s i ndHTa rence to such be- 
haviour because Washington is 
supposed to be the sponsor of tbe 
negotiations, said the paper. 

Sawt AI Sbaab daily attacked 
Israel by saying that it b trying to 
- stir trouble with Lebanon and 
Syria at the ongoing talks in 
Washin gt on and has been placing 
obstacles in the path of negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians. 

The paper said that the Arabs 
should be demanding direct in- 
tervention from the U.S. adminfe- 
tnttwn to put an end to such a 
practice. 

Columnist Tareq Masarwcfa de- 
scribed brad’s non-abidance to 


Washington's rules of the game as 
a blow to the U.S. dignity and one 
which should be exploited by tbe 
Arab negotiators. 

Writing in AJ Ra'i, Masarweh 
said that the Arabs should realise 
that their negotiating battle is not 
wife toad done, but rather with 
the United States, and they should 
learn from Israel bow to man- 
oeuvre and deal with the United 
States in matters of concern to the 
Arab Nation. 

Salameh Ekour, a columnist in 
Sawt Al Shaab, said lb at Israel was 
trying to appear as the victor deal- 
ing with the vanquished Arabs at 
the Washington parley. Ekour also 
urged the Arab delegations to in- 
volve tire United Slates administra- 
tion in tbe process if they seek to 
force Israel (o comply with the 
requirements of a durable peace. 

A guest columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab said that if the U.S. is 
serious about giving tbe Palesti- 
nians their rights, the Washington 
parley is bound to yield fruitful 
results. 

The writer, N. Abbasi, said that 
tiie United States had never sup- 
ported the Arab causes, but it is 
forced, through the peace negotia- 
tions, to ensure that U.N. Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338 
are implemented if it is really 
sincere about upholding the inter- 
national legitimacy. 

Writing about Ae Fakrttnlan 
intifada, now in its fifth year, a 
columnist In Al Dustour decried 
the Arab World's non-involvement 
supporting of the Palestinian peo- 
ple’s drive to achieve freedom. 

The Arabs allowed Israel to per- 
petuate its occupation of Arab 


lands for the past 25 years, did 
nothing against Israel’s aggression 
on Lebanon in 1982 and its mas- 
sacring of Pales tinians in Sabra and 
Shatda camps, said Munes Al Raz- 


The writer said that the Arabs 
seem to have given up the course 
of struggle against the aggressors 
and the occupiers of their land and 
have capitulated to the will of tbe 
Israeli enemies. 

A columnist in Sawt Al Shaab 
said that the intifada was in- 
strumental in forcing tbe United 
States and most of the countries of 
the world to recognise the rights of 
the Palestinian people in their 
homeland. 

Arafat Hijazi said that the 
Palestinian uprising is causing con- 
cern to tbe Israeli settlers and the 
Israeli troops and prompting the 
Israeli leaders to seek its end as a 
condition for negotiating with the 
Palestinians over the future' of the 
Arab land. 

It should be noted that following 
the crashing defeat of the Iraqis, 
the Palestinians have only them- 
selves to rely on and to pursue 
their course of struggle to achieve 
liberation, Hijzai said. 

Al Ra'i daily echoed Hijazi’s 
view and said that only through tbe 
steadfastness of the Palestinian 
people and their continued strug- 
gle for freedom can the aspirations 
of the Palestinians everywhere be 
fulfilled. 

Tbe paper said that the legen- 
dary steadfastness in the face of 
atrocities and persecution and acts 
of terrorism can in the end achieve 
victory for die oppressed people. 
Taber Al Udwan, who writes for 


Al Dustour, said that the intifada 
came in (he limelight at the Madrid 
and Washington peace talks where 
the negotiators included repre- 
sentatives of the oppressed people 
in the occupied territories. 

Tbe writer said that the presence 
of the Palestinian negotiators has 
shown the wo rid that the Palesti- 
nians can battle with the Israelis 
through continued resistance, by 
all available means, and at the 
negotiating table. 

Ahmad Dabbas wrote in Sawt 
Al Shaab, a column criticising the 
tittle amount of money collected in 
Jordan and elsewhere in support of 
the Palestinian people under 
Israeli rule. 


Tbe writer said that the Palesti- 
nians had offered too many sacri- 
fices in the coarse of protecting the 
Arab land, and that the Jordanian 
National Committee for tbe Sup- 
port of the Palestinians should try 
harder and work strenuously for 
the sake of ensuring sufficient help 
to fuel the Palestinian resistance. 

Referring to the san cti ons im- 
posed on Iraq, Salameh Ekour said 
that Iraq has served as a strategic 
asset for the Arabs in the face of 
the Israeli enemy, but the Arabs 
hove chosen to abandon tbe Iraqis 
m their ordeal. 

The writer said that the Arabs 
are doing nothing to help save tbe 
thousands of hungry and sick chil- 
dren of Iraq 


He said that the Arab Natioo- has 
die means to end the injustice but 
its leaders are choosing to allow 
the Iraqis to starve and to see their 
own countries' wealth being pil- 
laged by the aggressors. 


abroad. Their home, on any reason- 
able construction of the woid, wm the 
country which they were obliged to 
leave. This massive influx placed a 
tremendous strain on Jordan’s ability 
to provide education, jobs, bousing, 
health care muni c ip al and jjubtic 
services. 


By way of iUuslration, in the case of s 

border disputes, we woul d favour 
peaceful negotiations with ultimate 
recourse to the international court of 
justice, and the implementation of a \ 
regional environmental plan, to take rlr,; 
another example, rather than dealing ^ 
wife the scarce resource of water *'-■ 


I am proud to tell you today that through hydraulic ware, we advocate 
Jordan rose to that challenge, draw- a regional water phn that would 


fog on the same spiri t and determina- 
tion with which tbe challenges of the 
1948 and 1967 crises were turned 
ultimately to human advantage. But I 


ensure fair distribution for afl. 

In essence, then, onrdiviaouisofa 
Middle Eastern Helsinki process, a 
conference on security and coopeta- 


caimot deny that a tremendous strain tion for the Middle East. We betieve 


has been placed oo Jordan, the effects 
of which continue to be felt. Heavy 
investment is stiff needed. It is esti- 


thatsuch a modd would eliminate the 
polit ic?' economy of despair. Demo- 
cratisatioo, freedom of cxpcesfcm, 


mnt»H that the cost of safeguarding human rights and greater awdeota 


the current standard of living is $45 of a reliance on tbe political anil 


bOtiou. I would ask you to compare economic dimensions of security pro- 
thk figure with Israel's request for vide a route towards the alternative 
$10 billion in bousing kwn guarantees political economy of peace, security 


$10 billion in housing guarantees political economy of p e a c e. tecui% 
alone for tbe influx of a comparable and progress. The participation erf 


□umber of Soviet Jews. 


Ladies and Gentkmen, 


If it is dear that there are great 
disparities in the region, the nature of 
tbe challenges for tbe future is equally 
dear. It is frH such reasons that 
Jordan regards multilateral negotia- 


states with a similar experience in 
conflict resolution is of course im- 
perative to assist tbe countries of the 
Middle East in overcoming their dif5- 
colties. 

We are aware that this vis km re- 
quires tbe laying aside of dogma, of 
prejudice, of traditional hostilities. 
But we must learn tolerance for difle- 


tioos on regional tows id be of ^ All ideologies have 


paramount im portance. These issues 
are by their very nature trans- 
national, and must be addressed cob 
[actively. This includes not only the 
regional players, but the international 
community at large. The region wfl] 
never know the true peace unless the 
prevailing disparities are eliminated. 
We see the problems of the region as 
fundamentally inter-related, and we 
view a cooperative global framework 
for the resolution of our inter- 
connected regional crises as the only 
approach likely to succeed. Our 
thinking has proc ee ded along the 
lines of the regional conference on 
security and cooperation put forward 
in Europe, and it is this paradigm that 
I wish to put forward to you as tbe 
best chance for lasting peace in the 
Middle East. 

In the past, questions of demogra- 
phy, resources and ideology have 
been addressed almost exclusively 
through tbe dunensioa of military 
security. But reliance on this dimen- 
sion has not, as yet, produced a 
situation of true peace, security and 
stability in the region. For example, 
bonier disputes have in the past been 
settled by military force. In the Gulf 
alone there have been no fewer than 
22 active border disputes since 1900. 
This has in turn fuelled military 
leading to massive military 
debts as eager suppliers of arms com- 
pete Ah customers. The inter-relation 
between energy, aims and debt is 
plain to see in this context it is an 
enduring and telling irony that the 
five permanent members of tbe U.N. 


Security Council, empowered to up- 
hold peace around the world, 
together account for approximately 
90 per cent of the world's arms frade. 
Tins over-emphasis on the military 
dimension has given rise to what may 
be termed the political economy erf 
despair. 

We in Jordan seek to take another 
approach. It is an innovative, even 
ambitious, approach, but a brief para- 
llel with developments in Europe will 
serve to illustrate why we believe it to 
be the only one with a chance of 
ultimate success. Europe, like the 
Middle East, was plagued by war and 
internal rivalry for centuries. It is only 
now proceeding down tbe path of 
integration and cooperation. Euro- 
peans view this process, the regional 
con f erence on security and coopera- 
tion, as the most likely to yield lasting 
resolutions satisfactory to afl. This is a 
belief shared by Jordan. 


certain common points, together with 
their differences. We must develop 
the breadth of vision to identify and 
build upon these common points, 
while remaining firm in our demand 
that every government respect those 
universal rights of human befogs and 
fulfill those universal re quirem ents I 
spoke of earlier. These requirements, 
ike so many of the challenges erf 
today’s world, go beyond questions of 
national strategy or ideological labels. 
They form tbe starting point of a^ 
human e discourse that appreciates* 
the common ground and moves to- 
wards a constructive dialogue. We 
hope that such a process is now 
occurring in the Middle East, and we 
are pledged to do our utmost towards 
it. 

But such a process is hollow unless 
there are individuals, organisations 
and governments committed to rec- 
tifying conditions of injustice, main- 
taining public awareness, and cham- 
pioning the causes of peace and 
equality. I take this opport u nity to 
applaud the American- Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee, and to 
wish you well in all your endeavours. 
Your work in providing legal assist- 
ance for victims of disainnnstion is 
■much needed; your efforts to dissemi- 
nate salient information equally so. 
Perhaps mast important is your work 
with the media, for in the forum 
provided by the international media, 
the- power of individuals and orga- 
nisations to promote ways (rf thinking 
based on equality and respect can be 
used to best effect 

I commenced this address with die 
words of Dr. Martin Luther King. I 
should like to end it in the same way, 
and as I recall his words, I would Eke 
you all to bear in mind the conditions 
that Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories have had to endure, conditions 
that we must hope are now drawing to 
their inevitable end, conditions that 
each and every one of you may play a 
part in afleviathg. 

“As long as there is poverty in the 
world. I can never be rich, even if I 
have a billion dollars. As long as 
diseases are rampant and milions of 
people in this world cannot expect to 
Eve more than twenty-eight or thirty 
years, I can never be totally healthy... 
I can never be what I ought to be until 
you are what you ought to be. This is 
the way our word is matte. No indi- 
vidual or nation can stand out boast- 
ing of being independent. We are 
interdependent." . . 


Government assured 


(Continued from page 1) 


Abdul Latif Arabiyat, a Brother- 
hood deputy and speaker of the 
House, will take a lone position 
and vote in favour of the govern- 
ment while the 21 other members 
of the group will either vote 
against or obstain. Dr. Hawam- 
deh said: 

“We will vote as a group. We 
are still considering the pros and 
cons of an abstention and a “no” 
vote. But one thing is sore: we 
wiU vote as a single bloc and our 
votes will not be split.” 

Some of the Brotherhood sup- 
porters feel that an abstention by 
the group in the vote of confi- 
dence might weaken its position 
among its constituency. “The fol- 
lowers of the Brotherhood be- 
lieve in tbe principles of (the 
movement) and do not under- 
stand real politik,” said one such 
supporter. “If the Brotherhood 
deputies abstain they run the risk 
of tbe abstention being viewed as 
weakness,” he said. 

Sources in the Democratic Bloc 
said four of its members were 
definitely going to vote in favour 
of the government while five had 
not made up their minds as of 
Friday and were awaiting farther 
consultations with their allied 
political groups outside parlia- 
ment. However, added one 
source, at least two of the five 
were seriously considering voting 
in support of tbe government. 

Similarly, sources among the 
independent deputies said while 
six of the 10 deputies had de- 
finitely made up their mind to 
vote “yes,” four others — who, 
like tbe Brotherhood and some 
members of the Denuxratic Bloc, 


oppose the peace process — had 
very dearly indicated they would 
vote against the government. 

Meanwhile, the government is 
hoping that the Brotherhood wiD 
abstain, thus reducing the num- 
ber of “no” votes and estab 1 
lishing its parliamentary endorse- 
ment beyond any donbt. 

According to a highly informed 
source, the government feels tiiat- 
it has made a series of concilia- 
tory gestures towards the 
Brotherhood despite the group’s 
refusal to join roe government. 

The source referred to the 
carefully orchestrated scenario on 
the House floor earlier this : 
month when Dr. Arabiyat was 
reelected speaker. He also 
pointed out that commutation of 


six death sentences passed on 
convicted members of “Moham- 


mad’s Army” — who in the past 
had Brotherhood links— and the- 
rednetiem of jail sentences passed 
on others should have gone well 
with the Brotherhood. 

Notwithstanding, the. mood of ■ 
some of the hardcore members o£ ^ 
the Brotherhood was said to have 
been upset by the strong tone otr 
me lung’s speech from tbe thtone- 
eariier this month — which- m 
ton being put in front of Farifor: 
ment as the government state- 
ment of policy. 

“Nowhere but in Jordan does 
tbe Brotherhood have any politic- 
al doat and freedom as wefl as ^ 
presence in the legislative author-: - 
ity,” noted a high-ranking mafias 
ment source. “The Brotootwod. . 
knows that veiy well" andTftej^ 
may not want to look as Mbckfog^ 
the (fenxxxatisation process^V.^ 
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Talks resume on Monday 

(Contained from page 1) 


la the Israelis that- die meetings be 
held In .‘‘se qu en ti al form" to solve this 
problem. "We axe aware that the 
Israeli delegation is made uip of 14 
members and headed by one person, 
which means that if we had meetings 
at the same time, they would neces- 
sarily divide into seven each and one 
of dm meetings would not be chaired 
by die bead of the Israeli party,” Dr. 
Anani explained. 

- “To resolve das problem, we prop- 
osed that they be held in sequential 
torn soihaz it would be attended by 
the besds of both parties to the 
bilateral -negotiations. Now it is 
almo st agreed upon.'’ 

The Israeli demand for dividing the 
joint delegation into subcommittees 
has been dropped and an agreement 
has been reached that issues on tire 
separate -agendas of the Jordan-Tsrael 
trade; and the Pahatiman-Israeli track 
could be discussed in sub-committees 
which would break out from the two 


tracks rather than the joint delegation 
itself. 

“Now we have two delegations — 
an Israeli one and a joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation — three par- 
ties to the two-track negotiations — 
Israeli, Jordanian and Palestinian,” 
Dr. Anani said. 

“From any one of tbo two separate 
tracks, sob-committees may be 
formed to discuss the separate issues 
on the one or the other agenda, the 
subcomiaees. to stress the difference, 
will not stem from the joint delega- 
tion itself but from the separate 
tracks.” 

The aibcomittces. Dr. Anani ex- 
plained, “will be formed but their 
number and designation will be deter- 
mined as necessary.” 

Another issue that has also been 
almost resolved was over the agenda 
of the bilateral negotiations in the 
Palestinian- Israeli track. 

The Israelis have insisted that the 
agenda of their talks with Palestinians 
include only the one item of the 
interim self-government arrange- 


(Contmned from page 1) 
Yosef H adass and Uri Lubrani. 
co-chairmen of the Israeli delegation 
to the peace talks with Lebanon, said 
the two rides bad “laid down some 
principles of a peace treaty between 
brad and Lebanon in the future." 

Mr. Hadass said after Thursday’s 
m e et i n g that security arr a ngements 
were being discussed in the 
framework of a peace treaty between 
the two cou ntri es. “We consider (re- 
solution) 425 as pan of the proces. 


We ate here to discuss peace." Both 
Mr. Hadass and Mr. Lubrani refused 
to elaborate. 

Chief of the Lebanese delegation 
Soheil Shammas told reporters that 
discussions with Israel continued a 
“businesslike manner” on substantive 
issues. 

“We air our differences and we 
shall continue in that spirit,” Mr. 
Shammas said. “We shall persevere 
and we shall show patience and we 
will continue to be here until we 
conclude some positive results,” he 
said. The Lebanese-Isracli talks will 
also reconvene Monday. 


U.S. newspapers report on talks 


(Contained from page 1) 

approach- would also require 
Palestinians to refrain from char- 
acterising their negotiating group 
as a “delegation.” 

However, these sources indi- 
cated that there was still disagree- 
ment about the nature of the 
two- track approach, with the 
Palestinians and Jordanians seek- 
ing to split the issues along 
national lines, and the Israelis 
insisting on what they call a* 
“topical” approach. This 
approach is said to involve creat- 
ing working groups to deal with 
issues such as Palestinian self- 
government, land tenure and wa- 
ter allocation. “Such a division 
would inevitably blur the line 
between questions that apply 
solely, to Jordan or solely to the 
Palestinians and require both to 
be involved in the negotiations,*' 
according to the report 
" AD reports note that disagree- 
ment also remains over : bow 
many Palestinians and Jordanians 
should participate in such a track, 


and on the role of the joint 
delegation once the tracks are 
divided. According to the 
Washington Times, Israel con- 
tinued to insist Thursday on 
“some role for the joint delega- 
tion — such as occasional three- 
way meetings.” 

The Washington Times seemed 
to sum up the feeling at week's 
end with a comment from an 
Arab diplomat: “Nobody’s pack- 
ing. Nobody wants to take the 
blame for an impasse. And this is 
goocL” 

The Christian Science Monitor 
carried an essay by I. William 
Zartman, entitled “Road map to 
peace in Mideast,’* which echoed 
many of the suggestions offered 
recently by the U.S. Institute of 
Peace in its report on 50 years of 
negotiating Middle East peace. 
Mr. Zartman draws heavily on 
Camp David, and Hke the U.S. 
Institute, recommends that what 
he culls the “biggest problems," 
inducting permanent status, set- 
tlements and Jerusalem, be 
“pushed down' the agenda for 
later discussion.” 


‘Peace needs broader vision’ 

(Continued from page D 
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guarantee of security," he said. “That 
is mot a better weapons system or an 
extra yard of land. The sole path to 
true security is the achieve mem of 
equitable and sustainable peace.” 

An Israeli withdrawal from the 
occupied Arab territories in line with 
Resolutions 242 and 338 is an “integ- 
ral part” of the Middle East peace 
process, he affirmed. 

The Crown Prince called on Israel 
to begin implementing confidence- 
bmkUiig measures so that the momen- 
tum of the peace process could be 
maintained and goodwill could be 
displayed as a catalyst to arriving at a 
just mid equitable sohnkm to the 
confHct- 

Sodr measures, he said, should 
start with an immediate freeze in 
Israel's sett lem ent a ctiv it y in the 
occupied territories. 

The Crown Prince elaborated on 
the repe rcu s si on of the lingering Mid- 
dle East conflict on Jordan and the 
danger inherent in the continued 
Israeli settlement activity. 

“Sixty per cent of the land today, 
100 per cent of the land and 100 per 
cent of the people tomorrow,” he said 
referring to the consequences of 
Israeli desig ns and actions aimed at 
securing the land without people and 
the Jewish state’s arguments that Jor- 
dan was die homeland of the Palesti- 
nian peop le . 

He also cited the burdens Jordan 
had faced and is still facing as a result 
of the Gulf crisis.. 

Jordan rase to the challenge of 
coping with the influx of hundreds of 
thousands of third country nationals 
fleeing the Gulf war theatre — “when 
you were watching the build up to the 
Gulf crisis on CNN, we in Jordan 
were digging latrines in the desert” — 
be said. 

Jordan is facing severe economic 
pressure as a result of the problems 
posed by the return of 300,000 ex- 
patriates from Kuwait, Iraq and other 
Galf states, he noted. The "retur- 
nees" — representing an addition of 
10 per cent to Jordan’s population — 
added to the burdens of the King- 
dom, which was already bousing “the 
world's highest proportion of re- 
fugees to indigenous population.” 

Prince Hasan referred to studies 
which indicated that Jordan needed 
S4.5 button in five yean to maintain 
the c ur r en t standard of living far its 
people in the wake of the massive irise 
in population ond compared it with 
land’s request for $10 billion in 
American loan guarantees to help 
absorb a comparable number of 
Soviet Jewish emigrants. 

The p re ssure s that have been 
brought to bear upon Jordan, he said, 
appear to be aimed at diluting any 
positive contribution from the King- 
dom to die peace process. 

The Crown Prince concluded his 

keynote address with an obvious mes- 
sag* to die Americans by rec al l in g 


Dr. Luther King's words: “As long as 
there is poverty in the world, I can 
never be rich even if I have a billion 
dollars. As long as diseases are ram- 
pant and millions of people in this 
would cannot expect to live more 
than 28 or 30 years, I can neve be 
totally healthy ... I can never be what 
I might to be until you are what yon 
migh t to be. This is the way our world 
is made. No individual or nation can ■ 
stand out boasting of being indepen- 
dent Wc are interdependent.” 

Welcoming the aud i en ce at Thurs- 
day's fund-raising banquet was Nidal 
Sukhtian, a prominent Jordanian 
businessman who spearheads ADC 
activities in the Kingdom. 

Mr. Sukhtian, extending all-out 
support for the American-fed peace 
process and the Bush administration 
position vis-a-vis peace in the Middle 
East, urged continued backing for the 
policies of the White House. 

Mr. Sukhtian expressed apprecia- 
tion and gratitude for the countless 
number of Jordan's yonth who 
offered their voluntary services to 
help build the Arab case through 
research and other preparations. 

Former Senator James Abourezk, 
who is of Arab origin, praised Crown 
Prince Hassan for his “intellectual 
contributions”, not only in the context 
of the Middle East and the Arab 
World but also on the international 
level. 

Sen. Abourezk told the gathering 
rimf ADC was very active in defend- 
ing the Arab causes and rights and 
acts as a lobbying group in concert 
with other minorities in the U.S. He 
said the ADC bad played a prominent 
role in the decision of the Bush 
administration to delay congressional 
consideration of the Israeli request 
for $10 billion in loan guarantees. 

Nick Rahal, serving democrat con- 
gressman, who is also of Arab paren- 
tage, paid tribute to His Majesty King 
Hussein and his “courageous and 
bold” positions vis-a-vis Middle East 
peace efforts. 

He agreed with Mr. Abourezk that 
the ADC had bad an active role and 
contribution to delaying the Israeli 
request being tabled in Congress and 
cwt it was unlikely that American 
lawmakers would endorse it with the 
traditional ease when it is brought up 
in January. 

Many U.S. lawmakers are feefing 
drat “enough is enough” in doling out 
American taxpayers' money to Israel, 

Among those attending Thursday’s 
banquet were Her Royal Highness 
Princess Rahma Bint A1 Hussein. 
Royal Court Chief Adrian Abu Odeh, 
Information Minister Mahmoud 
Sharif, ADC President Albert 
Mnkhaiber, former ADC President 
Abdeen Jabara and prominent ADC 
activist Wafa Naser. 

The $1 ,000-per-oouple banquet 
patewi fjncR tn $125,000 ADC officials 
said. 


men! , which has come to be known as 
ISGA. 

This proposal was rejected by the 
joint delegation, and a final proposal, 
which Dr. Anani said has almost been 
accepted, would set the agenda for 
the talks to “Palestinian- Israeli mai- 
lers including interim self government 
arrangement.” 

The joint delegation had argued 
that the letter of assurances from the 
Americans had specified that the 
Palestinian-Israeli agenda would “be- 
gin with ISGA but not be exclusively 
on that subject,” Dr. Anani said. 

“The Israelis told us that they don't 
take orders from anybody, in this case 
the Americans; and that they have 
their own authority, legitimacy and 
sovereignty." 

In commencing on Thursday mo fil- 
ing's talks with the leaders of the joint 
delegation Israeli Deputy Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said that 
“couch talks” continued on the 
Jordanian-Palestinian front, but that 
the “gap is apparently narrowing." 

However, that it was still “too early 


to tell,” and that the Israeli nego- 
tiators would making "good faith 
attempts” to bridge the gap (Thurs- 
day) afternoon. Mr. Netanyahu said 
further that negotiator Eliyakim 
Rubenstein was “working very pa- 
tiently” ro arrive at an understanding. 

Asked repeatedly if Israel’s 
ongoing settlement activity contra- 
dicted its claim to want peace, Mr. 
Naunyahu repeated the position he 
has aruged all week; that is, the 
Palestinian problem should be solved 
through Jordan, and not through "ex- 
cising” another state out of the “dis- 
puted” territories. He claimed dial it 
was unfair that the Arabs were con- 
tinuing to “settle" the territories 
while Israel “is not allowed to do 
anything.” He said further that if 
peace meant “excising peace" then it 
would “fragment the international 
order... tear it assunder.” 

Inter-Arab contacts and internal 
Jordanian delegation meetings con- 
tinued Friday in a concerted effort to 
further strengthen Arab coordination 
and Jordanian-Palestinian harmony. 


promotes 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Air France’s 
regional manager for Jordan. 
Lebanon, Syria and Iraq Thurs- 
day hosted a dinner at the Mar- 
riott Hotel. The dinner was 
attended by a number of directors 
of travel and tourist offices. Air 
France’s clients, media repre- 
sentatives and senior officials. 

Addressing the audience, the 
regional d rector highlighted the 
services provided by the Air 
France to its customers aboard 
the Air France planes. 

The dinner was also attended 
by Air France’s Jordan manager. 
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JORDAN 

Dtslnbulor . Nasouh S. Kayali Sons Co. 
Telephone : 62561 1. 657052 





PURE SILK 

Hereke and Kayseri 
Handmade Turkish Carpets 
and 

WELL-KNOWN HANDMADE TURKISH 
SILVERWARE 

Available now in our showroom with very competitive prices 
on the occasion of New Year 1992, just only 15 days. 

Turkish Products Exhibition Company 
Uaber Shopping Centre, Mekka Str. 

Tel: 827591 Amman 


DO NOT SEND ME FLOWERS for Christmas 
l want a RING with my BIRTH STONE from 
DAJANl JEWELLERS 


Amra Hotel shopping center 
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• Jewellery and Gems. 

• Unique designs. 

• Gems mounted on Rings, Necklaces in 
solid 18, 21 Karat Gold. 

• All Birth Stones available, plus other gifts. 


«8S» DAJANl JEWELLERS S.A. 
i^l WORLD RESOURCES 


[l^i^'.Amra Hotel Shopping Center - 6th Circle Tel. 8271 18 
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JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREK5H1 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AM) 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
j_AND. RESERVATIONSj 


AMIN KAWARASONS 

_TEl 60*676 60-1696 
PO BOX 7806 

AMMAN 
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INT’L EST. i 
| Packing, shipping, m 
h forwarding, storage, S 
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§ service § 

Air, Sea and Land 
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f 4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent ancn 
sale - furnished or unfur-l 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are( 
available tor sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

lAbdoun Real 

Estate 

Tel. 810605, 810609, 
_Fax: 810520. 


Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 
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Just call NIDAL 

693037 


REAUOB 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 
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Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 




The firdA best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah G>rls School 

Takraway carries 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL $38988 


/ CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight y 




Porcelain, Silver 
& Crystal 

Jabal Amman 
2nd Circle 


Tel.: 641816. 642397 




I MANDARIN RESTAURANT 1 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| Open U:.Vh?-Jo 6 Ai/i| 

Take away is availa bl e 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 
|TaL SSI 922, Amman 

face Tasted 
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AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

12:00 - 15:00 & 1830 -23-JO 
Tel: 03-314415 



International Cuisinel 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Unit h (£ Dinner 

For tf.'tiwi jiii vi Vi'M .-1 ii niiti >i 
ThinlCir, It 7 *■/. hl*tinli - fil.'Ht*l 


Stt*er& Chocolates 


Abdoun Circle 
Teh 923000 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
l Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and geo 

• JUMBO photo 
six* 30% torpor 

• Free Metal Frame 

13 x IB cjm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone; 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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The Regency Palace Hotel 


\ LOBBY LOUNGE 

.i ' 

! AESABIL 

; % 

dXjgly piano 

ENTERTAINMENT 






The First Class Hotel in 
' Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAIMITEL 

,|jl2«|I|Is 


Amman -Tel 668193 
POQo> 9403 • Fax 602434 
Tele* 23888 DAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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ORDAN BASKETBALL ROUNDUP 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

— The dedshe secood round rf the first 
-cV? Hv*H championsfiip has begun with 
Sizij plv-ed at A1 Ahli and die Sports 
_-[s in Amman as A1 Ahfi beat A1 JaB, 
.. isa cradled AJ Jazireh , A1 Hussein 
\7WnS A1 Karak and Al Wataul beat AI 

‘ : :■ _~-ji rand of the championship ended on 
4 with Al Orthodoxi — who scored a 
r.^Tmeinr win of 74-60 over Al Ahfi — leading 
: ‘.j 5l?.-.-.'iz5S, followed by titkholders Al AhH in 
Al Jda ram*- in third and Al Jazireh 
V'ds.'i They were respect i vely fallowed 

A\ Al Wataul, Al Ashrafieh and Al 

ifh-.- inp rill now play a round of 12 
'.idres rrliE: iae other four will play a round of 
- - tt,{ 3 determine the rankings from 5-8 and 
,r:E5 Jiat wfll be relegated to the second 

j*;:.? were no surprises in this week's matches 
;-rl there were some disappointments as basket- 
’ll funs foiled to appear to cheer their favourite 
‘rjas and the .Whined absence of the Cans is 
• a sp t frarfc and a disappointment to the 
-"ranters — Jordan RadcgiKaB Federation — as 
•.’. =3 as the participating teams. 

The timing of the ""Mu* (as most of them 
l-iigk qrlfo early at 5i30 or 6) b certainly a factor 
C3 8ddi£:vn to the cold and rainy weather that has 
over the country this week. 

Ga one of two matches played Tuesday AI Abb' 
feral A 1 JaSil but not before Al Jain put np a good 
light, especially hi (he first half which Al Ahli won 
33-28. 

Al /iir.Ts raan -to-nnan defence limited Al Jalfl’s 
^■rMSBvr^bility and scoring, enabling Al Ahli to 
fsi at tbs beginning, however Al JaH nuniagwi 
*- estin sp at 23-23 only to lose tbe first half by a 
!£7e*r;K of three points. AI Ahli played at a 
fss-sr p&ce in the second half closely watching Al 
.rJZ's F.a’ed Jaber -while taking advantage of 
-J 2 y turnovers to score trad expand the differ- 
c. i, . ks to thear ddience and Al JdD’s 
. "-jy.:~cy, to win the match 90-63. 
m L. ' suisment to the Jordan Hines, Al Ahfi*s 
Stizaq Al Masri commented on the 
tmtftfa, while comparing it to his team’s only loss 
to Al Orthodox! last week, saying: “We played 
E'sch better defence today. Al JaH were a good 


rival in the first half but their resistance faltered 
hi the second half.” 

“Our scoring ability was way below average In 
our match against Al Orthodox!. Because our 
players were not succesfhl in shooting, Al Ortho- 
dox! did not play man-to-man defence, thus 
seeming their defensive reb ou nd. Oar players 
may have also thought that it wouldn't be a ray 
difficult game as Al Orthodoxi missed some key 


Al Ahfi win play Al Orthodoxi twice in the 
second round. If both teams score alternate wins 
they wffl thee play a deciding three out of five 
games to determine the champion- At present it 
seems it wfll be quite difficult for Al Ahli to ret ain 
the title as Al Orthodox! play with greater 
confidence and determinatiaH than ever before. 

“The pressure is on us as we are the titiebolders 
— but we are missing a key player (Naser 
Bushnaq),” Masri said. Adding that “Naser wfll 
miss this basketball season, hopefully to come 
back for many more seasons in top form.” 

In another match Al Orthodoxi sewed a 
crushing 164-48 win ora Al Jazhefa. 

Al Jazireh could not stop their foes from scoring 
as AJ Orthodoxi won the first half with a big 
difference of 63-20! 

Al Orthodoxi led 77-26 m the second half before 
Al Jazireh reafised they had to improve their score 
which was too Sttle too late. 

On Wednesday Al Hussein beat Al Karak 
90-iS. 

Al Karak, who have shown a remarkable 
improvement since the beginning of the cham- 
pionship, played wefl bat lost the first half 33-23. 
Al Hnssem’s East breaks, better fft piw and 
experience enabled them to expand the difference 
hi the second hatf and win the matrih. 

In Thursday’s m a tch , Al Watani scored a 74-55 
win over Al Ashrafieh, the first half ending 37-21 
for Al Watani. 

Al Ashrafieh, who played much better in their 
previous match against Al Watani (os they led at 
the beginning but lost tbe maiA 106-94) may have 
last the rimnre of hohfing on to their position in 
the first divisiou as they have be beat either Al 
Hussein or al Watani to secure the necessary 
points. 

In the coming week Al Ashrafieh plays Al 
Hussein and AI Karak meets Al Watani Sunday. 
Al Jaffl plays Al Orthodoxi Wednesday while Al 
Ashrafieh plays Al Kar ak and Al Hawdn clashes 
with Al Watani Thursday. 


UEFA to decide on Soviet, Yugoslav teams 


STOCKHOLM (R) — UEFA 
will meet Tuesday to decide bow 
tc tsal with the disintegration of 


the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia . 
— both finalists in next year's 
European Soccer Cham- 
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FORCE THE ISSUE 


Inerable. North deals. 
a' ORTH 
* 4 

7 JS Q 8 
Q J 9 8 4 

‘ " 7 

EAST 

18 « Q J 6 5 3 

7 A J 10 
10 5 2 
12 * J 4 


tiAoi 

4 A K 10 8 «Qi 

‘ 6 4 7 Ac 

■763 10 

:■ r. ;■) 8 2 *j4 

S'- J7*‘ 

197532 
! A K 
* 6 5 3 


• 1 

East 

South 

West 

• Pass 

1 7 

Pass 

i O Pass 

2 

Pass 

:a : Pass 

3 7 

Pass 

•1 7 Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: King of 4 
When it looks as if declarer in- 
tends ruffing losers on the board, it 
is often a sound tactic to lead 
trumps. However, there are times 
when it is obvious that an attempt 
to limit dummy's ruffing power 
would be an exercise in futility. In 
that event, you might be able to 
force a fetal weakness by making 
dummy ruff. 

North-South bid aggressively to 
reach a fair game. Nprth's auction 
showed extra values and So"th 
judged that, since there were no 
i v- asted values in spades, game would 
, ' 5 a reasonable shot if partner held 


good trumps. Hence. South's three 
hearts with -only seven high-card 
points, -apd North’s acceptance of 

the invitation. 

West led the king of spades. Had 
that defender panicked fn seeing 
dummy and shifted to a trump, de- 
clarer would have had an easy path. 
South would have had no trouble 
limiting losses to two trumps and a 
spade. 

West reasoned that declarer had 
to have at least a red ace and the 
king of diamonds for his two bids. If 
so, the most the defenders could 
hope for was one diamond trick and, 
with the finesse working, nothing in 
clubs. The setting tricks, if any, had 
*0 come from tbe trump suit, since 
dummy's diamonds would take care 
of declarer's side-suit losers. 

A forcing game was clearly the 
right tactic, so West continued with 
the ace of spades. Declarer ruffed in 
dummy and led the king of hearts, 
but the defenders were on their toes. 
East grabbed the ace and continued 
with another spade, and declarer 
was a dead duck. If South did not 
ruff with dummy’s queen, the de- 
fenders would get two spade tricks 
and two trumps. And if declarer did 
choose to ruff, the defenders would 
get three trump tricks along with 
the spade already in the bank. Down 
one, although South could have 
landed tbe game by ta kin g full ad- 
vantage of the favorable lie of the 
cards. 


pkmships. 

“A one-day meeting will be 
held in Geneva Tuesday during 
which we will establish our poli- 
cies for die Soviet and Yugoslav 
situation,” Lennart Johansson, 
president of European Soccer’s 
governing body (UEFA), 
Friday. 

UEFA will decide when the 
two could cease to exist as soccer 
nations and draw up "ules. for 
their possible replacement in die 
eight-team . finals in Sweden- in 
June, Johansson said: - 

“We are facing some very hard 
decisions. We have never had a 
similar problem before and there 
are no rules or statutes to fol- 
low,” he said. 

The Swede said the ever- 
fbanging political situation made 
it necessary to lay out alternative 
plans which could be adopted at 
any time. 

He noted the news Friday that 
five southern Soviet republics 
were ready to join the new com- 
monwealth formed by Russia, 
Ukraine and Byelorussia, 

Johansson said there could be 
changes in the line-up for tbe 
tournament even after draw in 
Gothenburg on Jan. 17. 


Olympic 
flame 
begins 
journey 
to France 

ANCIENT OLYMPIA, Greece 
(AP) — The Olympic flame be- 
gan its journey to France foT the 
Albertville winter games Friday, 
after being lit in this ancient town 
where tbe Olympics were bora. 

Greek Ski Champion Tha n assis 
Tsabiris held the Olympic torch 
in one hand and an olive branch 
in another as be jogged tbe first 
hundred metres of an Olympic 
journey that will include two air- 
plane flights and a countrywide 
relay in Fiance. 

Tbe flame, lit in a pine-tree 
grove by the rays of tbe sun in a 
concave mirror, was then trans- 
ferred to three miners 1 lamps for 
the flight from Olympia to 
Athens. 

It will be flown by Concorde 
supersonic jet to Fans Saturday 
where it will be banded over to 
French Prime Minister Edith 
Cresson before a relay that will 
end at Albertville on Feb. 8. Tbe 
flame will burn throughout the 
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Carl Lewis 


Carl Lewis’ record dash 
voted top sports story 


“The flame from Olympia will 
light ami warm our age. The 
ceremony and the games are sig- 
nificant because people are un- 
ited," Michel Barnier, co- 
president of die Albertville win- 
ter games, said. 

Mr. Barnier spoke in an olive 
and cypress grove dedicated to 
Pierre de Coubertin, the French 
nobleman who revived the Olym- 
pic Games in Athens in 1896. 

Clear and sunny skies allowed 
18 Greek actresses dressed as 
priestesses to light the wooden 
torch in die ancient Temple of 
Hera. 

The flame was carried by the 
women through die ancient ruins 
and stadium of Olympia, where 
the original games were first held 
in 776 B.C., to the nearby 
Coubertin Memorial. 

Hundreds of local children and 
92 young boys and girls from 
Albertville were on hand to 
watch the flame lighting cere- 
mony. 

“Zeus, bring peace to all the 
people of tbe world and crown 
tbe victorious athletes at' Albert- 
ville,” Maria Pambouki, the 26^ 
year-old acting as a high priestess 
of Hera, said in ancient Greek. 

Tbe flame will be handed over 
to former French ski champion 
Jean Qaude Killy in Athens 
Saturday. 

In France it will be relayed by 
5,500 people around the country 
for 57 days until it arrives in 
Albertville on Feb. 8. After being 
carried by a different person ev- 
ery kilo metre of the route. 

A record 2300 athletes from 62 
countries will take part in the 
16th winter games. 

“Many people say that with die 
situation in the world today this is 
no time for an Olympic celebra- 
tion,” Lambis Nikolaou, the 
president of tbe Greek Olympic 
Committee, said. 


LONDON (AP) — Carl Lewis’ 
record-breaking 100-metre dash 
beat out Mike Powell's historic 
long jump as the top sports story 
of 1991 in a worldwide poll by the 
Associated Press. 

The exploits of Lewis and 
Powell at the World Athletics 
Championships in Tokyo domin- 
ated the baDotting by sports edi- 
tors from outside the United 
States. 

The next two top stories in- 
volved b rillian t athletes whose 
careers were cut shon: Basketball 
hero Magic Johnson forced to 
retire because of the HIV virus, 
and soccer suprestar Diego Mara- 
dona brought down by drugs. 

Running a dose fifth in the 
voting was Sourth Africa’s return 
to die Olympic movement after a 
21-year exile. 

Newspaper and broadcast sub- 
scribers from 30 countries in 
Europe, Asia, Africa and South 
America took part in tbe poll, 
listing their choice of the year’s 
top 20 stories. Points were 
awarded on a declining scale, 
with 20 points for a first-place 
vote and one for a 20tb-place 
vote. 

Leading the way with 501 
points was Lewis’ 100 metres in 
Tokyo. In tbe greatest sprint race 
of all time, Lewis ran a 9.86 to 
break Leroy Burrell’s three- 
month-old record of 9.90, while 
five other runners finished under 
10 seconds. 

Lewis also was a protagonist 
in the long jump, putting together 
the greatest series of jumps in 
history. But it was Powell who 
jumped into the record books, 
breaking Bob Beamon’s 23-year- 
old record with a leap of 8.95 
metres (29 feet, 4 Vi inches). 

Powell’s feat received 12 first- 
place votes intbe poll, nine more 
than Lewis’ record. But Powell 
received fewer second-and third- 
place votes and finished second 
overall with 467 points. 

In third place with 430 points 
was Magic Johnson’s stunning 
announcement that he had con- 
tracted the virus that causes 
AIDS and was retiring from the 
NBA. Id a sign of Johnson's 
worldwide stature, the story re- 
ceived eight first-place votes — 
including from papers in Saudi 
Arabia, Thailand and Hong 
Kong. 

It’s extremely rare for basket- 
ball to overshadow soccer outside 
tire United States. But Magic’s 
predicament slightly outpolled 
die downfall of Maradona, who 
was banished from soccer follow- 
ing drug indictments in Italy and 
Argentina. Diego's demise was in 
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MV TEACHER D0E5NT BELIEVE 
THAT YOU WROTE THE REPORT 
ABOUT THE FLU EPIDEMIC 
IN WORLD WAR I „ 
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SHE SAID I SHOULDN'T 
MAKE UP LIES... SHE SAID 
YOU COULD NEVER HAVE BEEN 
A WORLD WAR I FLYING ACE... 
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fourth place with 426 points. 

One possible factor in John- 
son’s placement over Maradona’s 
was that the three-time NBA 
most valuable player's announce- 
ment came on Nov. 7, less than 
two weeks before the poll was 
taken. 

South Africa’s reinstatement in 
July by the International Olympic 
Committee, which cleared the 
way for the republic's return. to 
the Olympics and other interna- 
tional sports, rounded out the top 
five with 410 pants. 

While the top five stories were 
feted on virtually all ballots and ' 
finished within 100 points of each 
other, there was a significant 
dropoff in the rest of the voting. 

Ini sixth place with 253 points 
was tbe remarkable year of Moni- 
ca Seles, who established herself 
as the world's No. 1 women's 
tennis player. She not only made 
headlines by winning three Grand 
Slam tities but also by skipping 
Wimbledon without explanation 
and going into hiding. 

The pole-vanlting achieve- 
ments of Sergei Bubka, who 
broke his own world record 
several times and became tbe first 
athlete in history to dear 20 feet, 
finish ed seventh in the voting 
with 212 points. 

Trailing Bubka by one pomt 
was France’s storming npset vic- 
tory over the United States in the 
Davis Cup final, the first cup title 
for France in 59 years. 

Heavyweight boxer Mike 
Tyson’s indictment on rape 
charges in the United States was 
ninth with 192 points, while 
South Africa’s return to world 
cricket and Tour of India got 187 
points for 10th. 

Next were Liverpool's return 
to European soccer after a six- 
year ban imposed following the 
1985 Heysei Stadium disaster 
(171 points), German sp rin t e r 
Katrin Krabbe’s metre and 200 
metre victories in Tokyo (161), 
Michael Stich’s surprising 
triumph at Wimbledon (160), 
Ayrton Senna's third Formula 
One title (157), and Canadian 
sprinter Ben Johnson's unsuc- 
cessful return to world competi- 
tion (156). 

The final five spots were taken 
by Australia’s victory in the Rug- 
by World Cup (133), Manchester 
United's Cup Winners Cup title 
(124), the saga of English midfiel- 
der Paul Gascoigne’s knee injury 
and transfer to Lazio of Rome 
(118), the United States’ final- 
bole win ever Europe in tbe 
Ryder Cup (113), and Martina 
Navratilova’s record-tying 157th 
tournament victory (108). 
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FORECAST FOR SATURDAY DECEMBER 14, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Try 
to maintain a peaceful attitude and 
avoid If possible a state of min d 
that could lead to a confrontation 
with an associate whose friendship 
you value. Think through each 
step. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You have a decided urge to run off 
from obligations and to seek some 
outlets where you can rase a bit of 
trouble but bold off from such. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have some strange idea that 
you do not need to carry through 
with promises made but yon alien- 
ate those you need the most of you 
live this attitude. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
day to be all hearts and flowers 
with any associate even though you 
feel that you would Eke to rally 
give h™ tbe business in an un- 
pleasant way. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You now have the urge to 
get out from doing that service to 
another that you have agreed to do 
but carry through if you want to 
maintain good will. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is 
your moment to show you can 
smile and keep cheerful even- 
tbougfa conditions are happening 
about dial you do not like to savvy 
at an. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Much confusion and ado at 
your own residence can cause a 


real fracas unless you make a poim 
to keep harmonious and show your 
respect for views of others. .. 

LUKA: (September 23 to October 
22) There are a number of tempta- 
tions now to engage m some argu- 
ments or discussions with others 
but nothing good would come of 
them so keep above all of tbs. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Yon now have the need to 
keep your business and money 
matters under strict control aad 
any extravagance could lessen your 
security. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Now that you hare 
tbe wherewithal to gain the go od 
wfll of some social contact by 
showing friendship despite ten- 
sions you are able to impro ve 
relationships. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Yon now have mm im* 
secret annoyances that if yon give 
in to yon can have a very difficult 
time that is not over for sometime. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Yon want to be more 
gregarious and get out with friends 
in social ways but they are entirely 
too concerned with their own wor- 
ries to be satisfactory. 

PISCES: (Februaiy 20 to March 
20) Do nothing whatever to take ■ 
any risks with your reputation or 
good name or you will find that 
you have a long chain of unfavour- 
able events to follow. 
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€ mi tev o— m Mt— tec 


By Harris 

HAfZ RiSl 








“Thafs the nice thing about a big 
gut.. .it makes my waist 
look smaller.” 


THKTSCRAMBLED WDRDG^ME;, . , \ 

9 1 by Henri AircM_aitf 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to tam 
four ordinary words. 


ACCOO 


CAUTE 


LADHER 


GOAUNT 


Answer here: HE 



WHAT HAPPENED 
WHEN HE TOON 
UP NUPE PAINTING. 

L. j 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: DERBY ALTAR 


(Answers tomorrow) 
BAFFLE HECKLE 


Answer He tries to act hard-boiled, but everyone knows 
he's only this — HALF-BAKED 


THE Daily Crossword * u «v**n 


ACROSS 
1 Fundamental 
6 Gambling cubes 
10 Coarse nap 

14 By oneself 

15 Coup d - — 

16 Forum attire 

17 Magi's guide 

20 Lacerated 

21 Tree branch 

22 — tower 
>23 Small rug 
24 Church part 
26 Return 

30 Purge 

33 Spring month 

34 Food fish 

35 Ms Gardner 
37 Low pay 

41 That man's 

42 Asian border - 
river 

43 Papas 

44 Swiss cottages 

47 Ancient rival of 
Athens 

48 — Amaz 

49 Sedan summer 

50 Hammerin' 

Hank 

53 FT. river 
55 Surrealist 





lewui PEWE & DEBEMJMMT 
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59 Old Glory 

62 Volume 

63 Printing 
direction 

64 Oriental 

65 Surrounded by 

66 Bra's garden 

67 Belg. port 

DOWN 

1 Woody fiber 

2 Staging voice 
3GSdeinan 

aircraft 

4 Concerning 

5 Company head: 
abbr. 

6 Bookkeeper's 

entry 

7 Article 

8 Lee Marvin 
movie 

9 BiMcal sufftc 
10 — SpWberg 


Clg HTrfcu oi, mah SanwcM. 
** R»SMa HeganM 

11 Sants laughter 

12 Ripening factor 3 

13 Like some meat 1 

18 Abusive j 

crittdsm j 

19 Actress Bonet | 

231155 < 

25 Hammer head i 

26 Deep cut , 

Z7 Of vision \ 

28 Impudent . § 

29 Broadcast I 

30 Winds 3 

around ] 

31 Wiser I 

32 Happening j 

34 Posted i 

36 Confused 

38 Affirmative 
votes 

39 — out (destroy) 

40 Football's 48 

Parsaghian 50 

45 Placed on a ' 51 

pedestal 52 

46 Camera part 54 

47 Let it stand 55 


Yesterday's Puzzle Sohrerf- 


catyon the Ruhr 
Nora's pooch 
Minute particle 
Branches 
Out of work 
Planer 


56 ’’Baked & 

57 Have ate 

58 

Rawnk 
60 Fruit drirt 
.61 Jppjfnph 


crrri l-pf 
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Financial 

Markets 


X'dirdct 

UEW0RK 

CLOSE 

IMr 11/12/91 

TOKVO 

CLOSE 

12/12/91 

Starling Proud* 

1 .SOSO 



1.5760 

1.5740 

Swiss Franc 

1.3925 

1.3900 

French Franc 

5.3835 

5.3 620 ** 

Japanese Yen 

129.30 

12S.90 

European Curreny Unit 

1.2910 

1.2924 ■■ 
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Currency 

1 MTU 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

US. Dollar 

4.81 

4.43 

4.37 

4.50 

SterBng Pound 

10.62 

10.5t> 

10.43 

10.43 

Deutsche Mark 

9.43 

9.43 

9.43 

9.36 

Swiss Franc 

S.12 

S.OO 

7.93 

7.87 

French Franc 

10.00 

9.87 

9.87 

9.75 

Japanese Yen 

6. IS 

5.93 

5.71 

5.56 

European Currency Unit 

10.62 

10.56 

10.43 

10.2$ 


Intfrtwak bid «« 


« rvredtat I 4*. DoBars 1.000.000 or eqamiem. 

Dm: ».'»*«» 


ISSMM 

USD/Oz 

E2E5I 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

QN 

365.95 

6.95 

Silver 

3.95 

.066 


* » Karu 

CoaUi Bank of Jordan Exchange Rata Bu Katin 

Data: 12/12/91 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

6.679 

~T.6S1 ' 

Sterling Pound 

1.2292 

I .2353 

Deutsche Mark 

0.431 

0.4332 

Swiss Franc 

0.466 7 

0.4911 

French Franc 

0.1263 

0.1269 

Japanese Yen* . 

0.5261 

0.5267 

Dutch Guflder 

0.3625 

0.3644 

Swedish Krona 

0.1176 

0.1164 

ludian Lira* 

0.0571 

0.0574 

Belgian Franc - 

0.02089 

0.02099 

“ P*r 100 



Other CumndH 

Data: 1*114/91 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 


1.7720 

1.7780 

Lebanese Lira 0 

0.0770 

0.0777 

Saudi Riyal 

0.1607 

0.1613 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

_ 

m 

Qatari Riyal 

0.1640 

0.1849 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

0.2170 

Omani Riyal 

1.7380 

asm 

UAE Dirham 

0.1640 

0.1849 

Greek Drachma* 

0.3650 

0.3780 

Cypriot Pound 

1.500 

7.5200 


- Ptr IM 

CAB Imficas for Amman Financial Marfcnt 


Index 

77/72/97 Close 

10/72/97 Close 

All-Share 

727.68 

727.50 

Banking Sector 

705.44 

705.66 

Insurance Sector 

7J28.45 

728.69 

Industry Sector 

760.69 

159.67 

Services Sector 

743.20 

142.95 


DrecMhtr 31. IVM « 100 




LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at nudsesston 

on the London foreign exchange and 

bullion markets rnday. 

One Sterling 1.809078100 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 1.1405/10 

Canadian dollar 

1.5810/20 

Deutschemarks 

1.7830/40 

Dutch guilders 

1.3985/90 

Swiss francs 

32.58/62 

Belgian francs 

5.4020/70 

French francs 

1196/1179 

Italian lire 

128.85/95 

Japanese yen 

5.7810/60 

Swedish crowns 

6.2220/70 

Norwegian crowns 

6.1580/1630 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of. gold 359.15/65 

U.S. dollars 


Germany launches 
campaign for sale 
of eastern firms 


BERLIN (R) — Germany laun- 
ched a Europe-wide sales cam- 
I'paign Thursday to sell around 
6,500 former communist firms to 
foreigners in an effort to open up 
the privatisation of east German 
industry to outside investors. 

The government's Treuhand 
privatisation agency said it 
wanted to keep up its rapid sale 
of industries next year by 
approaching small- and medium- 
sized investors in Europe, who 
have kept out of buying eastern 
firms. 

Treuhand Director Horst 
Urban said the agency, entrusted 
with the world’s largest privatisa- 
tion programme, would place 


adver t isements in regional and 
national newspapers from Janu- 
ary listing companies for sale. 

“We’ll be advertising every 
week, in every country,” said Mr. 
Urban, recently appointed to run 
the agency's newly created inves- 
tor services department. 

Mr. Urban was previously chief 
executive of German txye maker 
Continental A.G.. He was dis- 
missed in May after trying to stop 
a takeover by a foreign investor, 
Italy’s Pirelli SPA. 

TTre campaigns, which will cost 
the agency more than 10 million 
marks ($6 million), may be ex- 
tended to Asia and the United 
States, Mr. Urban told reporters. 


Slovenia, Russia 
sign trade protocol 


VIENNA (R) — Russia and 
Yugoslavia’s breakaway republic 
of Slovenia have signed a trade 
protocol allowing Slovenia to im- 
port oil and gas from Russia in 
exchange for industrial goods 
next year, a senior official said 
Thursday. 

Under the $720 million baiter 
deal, the first between individual 
Yugoslav and Soviet republics, 
Slovenia wfl] import energy and 
other raw materials. Deputy 


Foreign Minister Vojka Ravbar 
told Reuters by phone from 
Slovenia’s capital Ljubljana. 

Slovenia mil import 700,000 
tonnes of oil, 950 million cubic 
metres of gas, other oil products, 
chemicals and raw materials for 
its metals, furniture and textiles 
industries. 

In return it will supply the 
Russian Federation with 
machinery, medicine, furniture 
and shoes, Mr. Ravbar said. 


India, China reopen 
crossborder trade 


NEW DELHI (R) — India and 
China , the world’s most populous 
nations, agreed Friday to reopen 
cross-border trade halted since 
they fought a brief war in 1962. 

They signed the trade pact fol- 
lowing a second and last two-hour 
session of talks between Indian 
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao and the visiting Chinese Pre- 
mier Li Peng. 


No details of the accord were 
immediately available but Indian 
officials said each country would 
open one border point to trade 
and most of it would go through 
Tibet. 

• 

The Tibetans said Friday they 
feared the trade accord could 
damage the industries they had 
set up in India. 


Amman Financial Market 


weekly trading 

Following is a summary of trading during Iasi week and the previous 

week: 




Dec. 7-11 

Nov. 30-Dec. 4 

DaBy average 

JD 2^13,799 

JD 130MO6 

Total voheme 

JD 13,968,996 

JD 9,025,031 

Total shares 

7,098,062 

5,216,895 

No. of attracts 

• 7,343 

4»879 


Sectoral trading: 


Industrial 

JD 7,10M61 

JD 4,190480 


(54.3%) 

(46.4%) 

Financial 

JD 4,144^70 

JD 3^68^79 


(31.7%) 

(38 .5%) 

Service 

(12.0%) 

<LM%) 

l—nmce 

(2.0%) 

(1.7%) 

Share price index 

U43 

140.1 

No. of "iip— i»* 

80 

80 

Price movement (rise) 64 

40 

(Decline) 

IS 

26 

(Stable) 

5 

14 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


FRANKFURT — German shares clung to early gains in a 
moderately active session, pushing the 30-share DAX index to an 
0.8 per cent higher dose that could prove the start of a year-end 
rally, dealers said. It ended at 1,558.34, up 11.95. 

ZURICH — Swiss shares dosed a moderately active session 
firmer and just off the day’s highs. The SPI-index rose seven 
points to dose at 1,029.8. 

LONDON — Shares staged a modest rally, extending Thursday’s 
gams on the perception that the market has been oversold 
recently. The FTSE dosed at 2,451.6, up 43 points. 

PARIS — Bargain-hunters stocked a ooe per cent rally in French 
shares but traders said the gam* were feeble and that die big-time 
buyers were on the sidelines. The blue-chip CAC-40 index dosed 
up 16.65 at 1,688.27. 

NEW YORK — U.S. stocks edged up towards the session’s peak 
in late morning trade. The Dow-30 stood about 23 points at 2918. 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Dolph Lundgren 

DARK ANGEL 

Shows: 3-JO, 6:15, 8 JO, 10:30 pan. 

Shows: 3:30. 6:75, 8:30. 10d0p.m 

Te! 1 : 47577 ! 

NabU At Mashini Theatre 



^Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


STUFFED TO KILL 

Stows: 1230. 330. &15, 8:30. lQJOpjn. 

☆ Special performances for 
children on Thursday and 
Friday: 11:30 

NINGA TORTOISES 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 



Cinema 


Tel: 625155' 


The theatre will be closed from Dec. 9. 1991 to Jan. 
2, 1992. Shows of 

“SOMERSAULT TIME ’ 9 

will resume. Thursday, Jan. 2, 1992- 


NEW KIDS 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30 p.m. 


Show: 3:30. 6:30. 8:30 p.m. . 
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OECD panel questions strength, 
timing of world economic recovery 


PARIS CR) — Officials of the 
world’s leading industrial nati- 
sons said Thursday they were 
having second thoughts about the 
strength and timing of a global 
economic recovery that they had 
forecast for next year. 

“We see a good chance... for a 
recovery of the world economy, 
but it might be weaker and a little 
bit more delayed than expected 
earlier,” Hans Tietmeyer, deputy 
president of the Bundesbank, 
Germany’s central bank, told a 
news conference. 

He was speaking after a meet- 
ing of a key committee of the 
Organisation of Economic Coop- 
eration and Development 
(OECD), an economic think- 


tank for the richest industrial 
nations. 

In its last semi-annual outlook 
published in July, the Paris-based 
forum said conditions looked 
right for growth to take off again 
in the economies of its 24 mem- 
ber nations. 

But foe OECD's working party 
3, a group comprising mainly 
finance ministers and central 
bank officials, agreed at a meet- 
ing Thursday that business and 
consumer confidence was still 
lacking in many countries. 

Mr. Tietmeyer, the chairman 
of the panel, said foe restructur- 
ing of the financial sector and 
individuals* concern about their 
wealth had sapped confidence. 


In some countries consumers 
felt the value of their assets was 
less and some — especially in foe 
United States — had relatively 
high debt, he said. 

Last July, die OECD predicted 
that gross national product 
growth in its member countries 
would rebound to 2.9 per cent in 
19921 from 1.1 per cent in thip 
year. 

But, according to economic di- 
plomats, the OECD has now cut 
its forec as t for next year’s growth 
to 23. per cent. 

The forecasts are due to be 
published in foe OECD’s end- 
year economic outlook on Dec. 
20 . 

Growth in the United States 


next year, which the OECD put 
at around 2.6 per cent only a 
month ago. is now expected to be 
just 2.2 per cent. 

The OECD has revised down 
its forecast for 1992 growth in 
Germany to 1.8 per cent from 2.2 
per cent and scaled back its pre- 
diction for Japan to 2.4 per cent 
from 3.S per cent. 

Diplomats said economic data 
from the United States, Japan 
and Germany in the last month 
bad led the OECD to take a 
gloomier view. 

But they said a double-dip re- 
cession — recovery followed by 
another economic plunge — was 
unlikely either in the United 
States or elsewhere. 


Japan trade 
surplus shows 
continuous 
increase 

TOKYO (R) — Japan’s trade 
surplus nearly tripled in Novem- 
ber from foe year before and 
economic analysts said interna- 
tional pressure on Tokyo to tack- 
le the imbalance was bound to 
increase. 

Japan’s customs-cleared trade 
widened to an unadjusted $6.56 
billion surplus from $2.24 billion 
in November 1990, foe govern- 
ment has announced. 

“It shows a continuing reversal 
of the trade adjustment process, 
and is bound to increase trade 
friction with foe U.S.,” said Mar- 
shall Gittler, economist at UBS 
Phillips and Drew International 
Ltd. 

Seasonally adjusted, the sur- 
plus widened to $7.45 billion 
against a downward revised $6.44 
billion in October. 

“It’s likely to put more press- 
ure on Japan to open up its rice 
market in foe Uruguay Round of 
GATT negotiations,” Mr. Gittler 
said. 

Japan, impelled by its powerful 
farm lobby, Ins consistently re- 
fused to allow rice imports de- 
spite pressure during foe General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) talks. 

Japan's trade surplus is bal- 
looning despite the yen’s streng- 
thening this year, casting doubt 
on -the. effectiveness of interna- 
tional efforts dating back to the 
1985 Plaza accord. 

Under the accord, major na- 
tions including the United States 
and Japan agreed to adjust their 
currencies to correct trade imba- 
lances. 

The efforts showed good re- 
sults in 1990 but Japan’s surplus 
this year has been growing with 
gusto. 

“Volume is not driving the 
changes, it’s prices,” siad Robert 
Feldman, vice president of eco- 
nomics research at Salomon 
Brothers Asia Ltd. 

“Imports such as oil cost less, 
and exporters, have been able to 
maintain volumes despite higher 
prices,” he said. 


EC at odds over timing 
of Third World aid boost 


BRUSSELS (R) — European 
Community (EC) governments 
pledged Thursday to spend 0.7 
per cent of their economic output 
on aid to foe Third World, but 
only a handful of the 12 members 
committed themselves to do so 
before the next century. 

EC environment ministers, 
preparing the Community's posi- 
tion for next June's “earth sum- 
mit” in Rio De Janeiro, agreed 
that rich countries had to grant 
developing nations fresh financ- 
ing to help them tackle global 
environmental challenges. 

“In order to assist developing 
countries in foe implementation 
of sustainable development poli- 
cies ... foe EC and its member 
states re affir m their commitment 
to reach foe ccepted U.N. target 
of 0.7 per cent of gross national 
product (GNP) for (overseas de- 
velopment assistance)," they 
said. 

Based on the EC’s total econo- 
mic output in 1989 of 4.4 trillion 
ECUs, or $5,729 trillion, 0.7 per 
cent would be equal to roughly 
$40 billion of aid for the EC bloc. 

But a pledge to reach the target 
level by the year 2000 contained 
in an earlier draft was dropped 
from the final version of foe EC’s 
“common platform” for the Rio 
U.N. Conference on Environ- 
ment and Development (UN- 
CED). 

Officials said even a reference 
to achieving the aid goal “at the 
earliest possible stage “was too 
much for some delegations- In 
the end the text avoided mention- 
ing a timetable. 


JORDAN 

TIMES 

TEL 667171 


For Rent 

Located in the Abdoun area, it consists of 3 bedrooms, 
salon, dining and sitting rooms. 

Please call 814284 


Prime location near Kuwaiti Embassy. 

3 bedrooms, fully furnished. Annual basis. 

Tel. 644437/644386 




tajftafoon 

American, English and Scandinavian furniture 
the gift shop 
Khan Ai Khalili products 

Brass and wood Barnes, arabesque , stiver 
1 1 items, papyrus, ceramics, band-made and 
‘ J coloured glass, various medals,i 
r/. Asfour crystal chandeliers. t 

•MafAanan TaL 8410*45274 





Adettbi S- Bader 



Are you looking for fast and good cleaning service for 
Christmas and New Year. 

1. Cleaning and conditioning your carpet for only 150 fils 
per/m. 

2. Set of comfort seats cleaning for only JD 7. 

3. Set of comfort seats waxing for only JD 20. 

4. Tiles washing and waxing for only 550 fils per metre. 

For more I nfo r mati on please call on 617112 


Dutch Minister Hans Aiders 
said the Netherlands, Italy, 
France and Denmark did, howev- 
er, commit themselves to 
reaching the target by foe end of 
the decade, while Germany 
pledged to do so as soon as 
possible. 

Data from the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and De- 
velopment (OECD) show that of 
the five countries, only the Ger- 
mans and Italians would have to 
make an appreciable effort to 
fulfil their commitment 

According to OECD figures, 
Denmark, the Netherlands and 
Fiance were already comfortably 
above the 0.7 per cent level last 
year. By comparison, Britain’s 
development aid was equivalent 
to 0.21 per cent of GNP and 
Ireland’s 0.16 per cent. 

More aid for the Third World is 
seen by many as essential if de- 
veloping nations are to be able to 
afford the economic changes re- 
quired to combat global environ- 
mental threats like foe green- 


house effect and foe de stru c ti on 
of tropical rainforests. 

Facing a persistent recession, 
much of the industrialised world 
is feeling poor and reluctant to 
dig deep into its pockets — a 
stance that could jeopardise pros- 
pects for a North-South deal to 
protect the world environment at 
the Rio conference. 

At a meeting of OECD de- 
velopment and environment 
ministers in Paris last week, the 
United States refused to sign up 
to the idea of channelling more 
cash to poor nations for environ- 
mental schemes. 

Despite EC ministers’ failure 
Thursday to set a common timet- 
able for reaching foe 0.7 per cent 
target, Mr. Aiders said the posi- 
tion adopted was a step forward 
nonetheless. 

“Before it was never even 
possible to have a text which 
mentioned 0.7," he told Reuters 
after chairing the meeting. “To 
have a text which talks of 
reaching it is some progress.” 




S jiff tilde 


Christinas Gifts &\Yinter Wear 


Wadi Snqra Street Near the UNESCO Building 
Tel: 692 642 



Announcement Of Tender Availability 
Reverse Osmosis Unit Tender No. 82/91 

Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) announces the Reverse 
Osmosis Unit Tender document, No. 82/91, for the 
Hussein Thermal Power Station is available for purchase 
as of 15 December 1991. 

The tender consists of the design, supply, delivery, 
erection, testing and commissioning of one (1) Reverse 
Osmosis unit of 33 rrrVh capacity with related auxiliaries in 
addition to one (1) product water storage tank of 500 m 3 
capacity and one (1) Acid storage tank of 25 m 3 capacity. 
Sealed tenders shall be submitted to the tendering 
committee before 10.00 q.m. Amman time. 15 February, 
1992 at the JEA offices. 

The tenderer shall submit with his tender a tender bond 
amounting JD 25,000 in accordance with the tender 
documents. 

Tender documents are available from the address given 
below for a non-refundable fee of JD 50 payable to JEA for 
each copy of the tender documents. 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
Post Office Box 2310 
Amman, Jordan 
Telex: 21259/23270 
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Momentum buUds for new commonwealth; 
Gorbachev hints at resignation 


MOSCOW (AP) — - Boris Yeltsin's 
new commonwealth gamed momen- 
tum Friday with bis pledge that five 
more republics could join as equal 
partners, making it almost certain 
that President Mikhail Gorbachev 
would resign. 

Mr. Gorbachev is likely to resign 
when the legislatures of most of the 
remaining 12 Soviet republics formal- 
ly vote to join the commonwealth of 
independents states, said a Kremlin 
source. That could come as early as 
next week, said the source, who 
spoke on condition that be not be 
further identified. 

The leaden of Kazakhstan and the 
predominantly Muslim republics of 
Kirgizia, Tadzhikistan, Turkmenistan 
mil Uzbekistan agreed to join the 
new commonwealth if they are recog- 
nised as co-founders. 

Participation by the five republics, 
which have a combined population of 
about SO million, is crucial to the 
success of the commonwealth formed 
Sunday by the three Slavic republics 
of Russia, Byelorussia and Ukraine. 

Soviet and Western observers have 
warned that if the Muslim republics 
do not join the commonwealth, they 
may form a separate group, setting up 
a volatile ethnic and religious split 

“We understand the drive of the 
leaders of Byelorussia, Russia and 
Ukraine to create in the place of 
previously shackled republics, a com- 
monwealth of independent law- 
governed states,” the five republics 
said foOowing a meeting in the Turk- 
men capital of Ashkhabad. 

- “All the states forming the- com- 
monwealth should be recognised as 
its founders,” said their statement, 
carried in Soviet media. 

. "The commonwealth cannot be 
formed on ethnic, religious or any 
other principles violating human 
rights and the rights of nations.” 

Uzbekistan cautioned that it would 
not make a formal application until 


after its presidential elections on Dec. 
29. 

TASS said the statement empha- 
sised the need to preserve central 
control over nuclear weapons, 
strategic forces and the navy. 
Kazakhstan is one of. four Soviet 
republics which houses nuclear 
weapons. 

Radio Russia said Mr. Yeltsin tele- 
phoned Uzbek President Islam Kari- 
mov to welcome their member sh ip. 

“Karimov has received an affirma- 
tive answer to the question of the 
possibility of the Central Asian re- 
publics taking part in fo un d in g the 
commonwealth,” Radio Russia said. 

The restructuring effort comes as 
the government battles one crisis af- 
ter another, the latest a fuel shortage 
that TASS reported forced more than 
half of all Soviet airports to dose 
Thursday and led to the cancellation 
of most domestic flights of the state 
Aeroflot Airline. 

On Thursday, the Russian pariia- 
ment overwhelmingly ratified the 
commonwealth agr eem ent, and Mr. 
Gorbachev told reporters be would 
quit if the republics dearly chose it 
over his proposed unioa treaty. 

“If that’s how the process ends, I 
will resign. It is completely dear, no 
question about it,” he said. 

A source dose to Mr. Gorbachev 
said Friday that the Soviet president 
likely would announce bis resignation 
in a speech after lawmakers in seven 
of the 12 for me r Soviet republics 
votes to join the commonwealth. It 
was not dear bow quickly that would 
happen. 

Mr. Gorbachev is seeking to pre- 
serve a single state with a central 
govern m ent in Moscow. The com- 
monwealth would make each of the 
republics folly independent except for 
joint control over nuclear weapons. 

Minsk, the Byelorussian capital, 
would be home to the common- 
wealth's coor dinating body, winch 


has not yet been created or defined. 

Mr. Yeltsin ann ounced Thursday 
that be had the support of the Soviet 
military, and Moldavian President 
Mhcea Soegnr said that his republic 
had a “positive attitude” toward the 
new foimation. 

in a short, straightforward address 
to the Russian legislature before it 
gave its approval. Mr. Yeltsin sought 
to portray the commonwealth as not 
just a Slavic organisation but open to 
all Soviet republics. 

‘T cannot agree that it is based on 
an ethnic, Slavic principle, 1 " he said. 
“We have equal respect for people of 
different nationalities." 

Mr. Yeltsin said the common- 
wealth repre sen ted perhaps the last 
chance for preserving order and coop- 
eration. 


“Obstructing it now ... will inevit- 
ably doom people to new suffering, 
not only plunging oar stale into chaos 
but creating a real threat for man- 
kind,” be warned. 

The popular Russian president said 
the need for a commonwealth had 
become app a ren t since the foiled Au- 
gust coop, as eight of tin; 15 former 
Soviet republics refined to join Mr. 
Gorbachev’s proposed confederation. 


He dismissed Mr. Gorbachev’s cri- 
ticism that the co mm onw ea lth would 
lead to the destruction of the nation, 
countering that it would “save every- 
thing that is healthy and can be 
saved.” 

Russian lawmakers approved the 
commonwealth by a vote of 188-6, 
mMnmg that the legislatures of aD 
three Slavic republics have now rati- 
fied the treaty. 

President Askar Akayev of Kirgizia 
reiterated Friday the republics w we 
“not iadndmg tie possibility of using 
Mikhail Gorbachev in the new com- 
monwealth ... but h all depends on 
Gorbachev himself.” 


But in a rambling, two-hour inter- 
view with Soviet reporters Thursday, 
Mr. Gorbachev edged doser to res- 
igning, saying, “the main work of my 
life is done.” 

He pledged to accept the decision 
of the republic parliaments but 
added: “I have expressed my point of 
view and I win continue to express it, 
because I am convinced that we are 
sow making the biggest mistake since 
the beginning of peres t roika, ... We 
are destroying a state when it needs to 
be reformed.” 

In what sounded mnch like a 
farewell statement, Mr. Gorbachev 
said “a great deal befell my fate” and 
took pnde that “I have managed — 
' not wi thout mistakes — to push 
through the main ideas of peres- 
troika.” 

He said he would reject a rule in 
the new commonwealth even if 
offered a ceremonial job: “I do not 
see myself as guest of honour at a 
wedding.” 

Meanwhile several people are re- 
ported killed and wounded Fri d ay as 
simmering ethnic tensions in the 
breakaway Soviet Republics of Mol- 
dova boiled over into fi ghting 

Soviet news agencies said police of 
the Rotnanh a-ma jority government 
fought with militia of the Russian- 
speaking minority at Dubossary, 50 
kilometres north-east of the capital 
Kfehinyov. 

Russian tefarisioa said the clashes 
were still continuing, with govern- 
ment forces occupying the south and 
west of tiie town and guards of the 
self-proclaimed Dnestr Republic, 
which is opposed to Moldovan seces- 
sion, in control of the north and east. 

The Interfax Agency quoted a 
Dnestr spokesman as saying three 
guardsmen had been ltilled. A local 
journalist in Kishinyov quoted official 
radio as reporting dead and wounded 
on the gover n ment side as well. 


It was the first major coufroutetioa 
in the republics in a year. The Moldo- 


Battles rage in Croatia 

U.N. chief against recognition 


ZAGREB, Yugoslavia (AP) — 
Heavy fighting raged Friday on 
Croatia’s central front, where 


van g o ver nm ent has declared inde- l Croat defenders reportedly have 


pendence form the Soviet Unioa and 
is moving to w ar ds some form of 
mrifiration with neighbouring Roma- 
nia. 

Leaden of the Russian and Ukrai- 
nian minorities, which make op some 
27 per cent of the population of 43 
million, have declared the secession 
bom Moldova of the Dnestr region, 
on the east bank of the Dnestr Stiver. 
TASS said an unconfirmed report 


put the death toD at 13 and that there 
had been civilian casualties. 

In mother development, Ukrai- 
nian President Leonid Kravchuk 
Thursday appointed himself 
commander- in-chief of all non- 
midear Soviet Aimed Forces on 
Ukrainian territory. 

Mr. Kravchuk's decree, ex p e cted 
for weeks, created a Ukrainian 


national army out of former units of 
the Soviet army and Black Sea fleet. 

Mr. Gorbachev had been the 
nominal commander-in-chief of 
Soviets forces in Ukraine until the 
decree, which was effective im- 
mediately. 

Mr. Kravchuk signed the document 
after meeting top military and fleet 
commanders in Kiev Thursday. His 
pres secretary, Vladimir Shlyaposh- 
mkov, said no ob j ecti o ns were raised. 

“They now <*"«>«■ themselves 
part of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine,” Mr. Shlyaposhmkov said. 

Also on Thursday, Ukraine formal- 
ly recognised the independence of 
Croatia and Slovenia. 

Lawmakers created a committee to 
combat AIDS, introduced a penalty 
of five years in jail for medical work- 
ers who infect patients with tile dis- 
ease, and established compulsory 
blood testing for high-risk groups, 
including prostitutes and drug 

wldifh 


Bush signs CFE treaty 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush has 
signed a treaty that aims to make 
massive cuts in conventional 
weapons in Europe and the for- 
mer Soviet Union. 

. U.S. officials said that even 
with the relaxation of cold war 
tensions, adhering tot he Conven- 
tional Forces in Europe (CFE) 
treaty is important to prevent 
some of the newly democratic 
Soviet republics from building up 
large armies. 

“There are still a lot of conven- 
tional weapons over there and if 
the Soviet Union or its successors 
comply with tins, it is a mechan- 
ism that gets them to reduce by 
large amounts the number erf 
conventional weapons,” said a 
U.S. official. “It would have a 
stabilising effect on the situation 
in Europe.” 

*Fbe Senate ratified the treaty 
on Nov. 25. It was originally 
signed in November 1990 by Mr. 
Bush and Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

The Soviet Union never rati- 
fied it, but Mr. Gorbachev and 
leaders of the republics have said 
they will do so. 

The 22-nation pact slashes con- 
ventional weapons from the 
Atlantic to the Urals, which 
would include the Baltics, 
Ukraine, Byelorussia and Moldo- 
va. 

It applies to aircraft, tanks, 
armour and artillery, and sets 
limits on the number weapons 
that NATO and the former War- 
saw Pact could station in Europe, 
and it has been largely outdated 
by the collapse of the Warsaw 
Pact and of the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Bush Wednesday wel- 
comed the European Commun- 
ity's (EC) steps towards econo- 
mic and political union as laying 
tire groundwork for a Europe 
able to take on larger responsibi- 
lities. 

In a written statement, Mr. 
Bush said the United States was 
celebrating the results of the EC 
summit in Maastricht 

"The United States has long 
su pp orted European unity be- 
cause erf our strong conviction 


that it was good for Europe, good 
for the Atlantic partnership and 
good for the world,” he said. 

He said a strong, more united 
Europe is in America’s interest 

“A more united Europe offers 
the United States a more effec- 
tive partner, prepared for larger 
responsibilities,” he said. 

The president expressed plea- 
sure that the Europeans agreed to 
strengthen the Western Euro- 
pean Union and let it serve as the 
vehicle for increased European 
responsibility on defence mattere. 

“NATO will remain the essen- 
tial forum for consultation among 
its members and the venue for 
agreement on policies bearing on 
tee security and defence commit- 
ments of the allies ...” he said. 
- A poll released Wednesday 
showed 3-to-l disapproval of 
President Bush’s handling of the 
U.S. economy but 2-to-l approv- 
al of his work in foreign affairs. 

Mr. Bosh, meanwhile, told re- 
porters Wednesday be would 
“keep on fighting” for a capital 
gains tax cut, which he considers 
a key part of his strategy for 
reviving the sluggish U.S. eco- 
nomy. Democrats say the cut 
would help only the wealthy since 
the tax applies only to sales of 
property. 

Mr. Bush turned aside a ques- 
tion on what else will be in the 
economic growth package that he 
will send to Congress next month. 

Hie president, in a campaign- 
style swing through Chicago 
Tuesday, lashed out at “America 
first” critics, accusing them of 
favouring protectionist policies 


that would boomerang and cost 
Americans jobs. 

The Cable News Network- 
Gallup poll showed respondents 
unhappy with Mr. Bush’s hand- 
ling of the economy by 73-to-22 
per cent and domestic issues by 
68-to-28 per cent 

The poll found that Mr. Bush 
still enjoys as overall positive job 
approval rating, by a margin of 
52-42, and approval of his dealing 
with foreign affairs was 64-to-29. 
The margin of error in the poll 
was plus or minus three percen- 
tage points. 


NATO takes major steps 
in restructuring military 


BRUSSELS (R) — NATO 
agreed to major changes that will 
slim down the alliance’s com- 
mand structure and lay the 
ground for smaller, multinational 
units as the key to the West’s 
defences in the post-war era. 

Alliance defence ministers 
meeting in Brussels agreed teat 
the crisis in the Soviet Union did 
not affect the plans because the 
threat of a massive attack from 
the East no longer existed. 

“The strategic concept remains 
as valid as ever. It remains the 
correct basis on which to pro- 
ceed,” British Defence Secretary 
Tom King told reporters. 

NATO commands in Central 
and Northern Europe — the 
frontline during decades of con- 
frontation with the now-dissolved 
Warsaw Pact — will be reorga- 
nised and slimmed down. 

A U.S. general will reman in 
overall chages of alliance forces 


on the continent. 

The numsteis also approved 
secret military guidelines, for im- 
plementing an overall' strategy 
that was approved by NATO 
leaders at a summit in Rome last 
month. 

That strategy says NATO will 
have to rely on smaller, more 
mobile forces to defend against 
possible new threats to the West 
can be deployed from the Arctic - 
to the Mediterranean. 

The idea is to save money in an 
era of shrinking defence budgets 
while still maintaining strong 
enough forces to deter any 
would-be aggressor 

The United States, NATO’s 
senior member and the backbone 
of the West’s defence, is planning 
to cut its forces in Europe by half 
to around 150,000 by 1995. Total 
NATO forces in Central Europe 
will be reduced half by thesame, 
date. 


Delors welcomes EC union pact 


STRASBOURG, France (R) — 
European Commission President 
Jacques Delors has grudgingly 
welcomed the new EC pact on 
monetary and political union but 
said tee public would be baffled 
by its complexity. 

“If one takes a historical pers- 
pective, this provides strong new 
impetus,” the head of the 
European Community (EC) ex- 
ecutive said of the treaty agreed 
by EC leaders in Maastricht this 
week. 

Refraining from earlier out- 
bursts, Mr. Delors spoke to the 
European Parliament in mea- 
sured tones as he criticised 
aspects of tee deal including the 
derision-making rules for the fu- 
ture common foreign and security 
policy. 

“I am still worried about com- 
plexity of the procedures,” he 
told the 518-member assembly. 
“Clarity is indispensable for 
citizens to understand what is 
being done.” 


Thursday. “Pessimists will won- 
der whether there is really a basic 
consensus among member 


Dutch Prime Minister Ruud 
Lubbers, who chaired the sum- 
mit, said it had achieved the best 
results it could. 


“A decisive step has been 
taken but we cannot be happy, 
we have not readied our destina- 
tion yet,” be told the assembly. 
“Ultimately this will happen.” 
EC leaders agreed on tee new 
treaty only after a long tug-of-war 
with British, the most sovereign- 
ty-conscious member, over giving 
the EC a greater say in labour 
laws. 


His low-key tone contrasted 
with his description of these 
mechanisms in Strasbourg last 
month as “ organised schizopber- 
nia” because they were a hybrid 
between purely inter-governmen- 
tal cooperation and EC proce- 
dures. 


“The question is whether (EC) 
states are really aware that they 
share common interests and that 
they can best defend them 
together,” Mr. Delors said 


Unable to sway Prime Minister 
John Major, his 11 colleagues 
went ahead without him and 
pledged they at least would use 
EC mechanisms to forge common 
social policies. 

They also granted London an 
exemption allowing it to decide 
later whether it wants to join the 
planned single currency. 

“I find it very unfortunate that, 
die United Kingdom, in two im- 
portant areas, was not wilting to 
join,” Mr. Lubbers said to krad 
applause from Euro-MFs. 

Also in apparent reference to 
Mr. Major’s objections, Mr. Lub- 
bers lamented the limited new 
powers given to the European 
Parliament, which will gain the. 
right to veto some EC laws. 

“Apparently (some) colleagues 


of mine feel they can just say 
‘no,’” he said. 

Mr. Dolors said he was glad tee 
other 11 states had not watered 
down the final pact even more on 
social affairs and other issues to 
obtain Britain’s agreement on all 
points. 

“Should we have reduced our 
ambitions to get an agreeme n t by 
the 12? We would haw been back 
to square one,” he said. 

“Let’s dream — I hope Britain 
will eventually catch up with us 
there, as it has always done 
everywhere else.” 

Meanwhile, former British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er, a staunch European Com- 
munity critic, gave her first public 
backing to her successor John 
Major over bis deal on European 
union. 

“Tin absolutely thrilled. I con-, 
gratobted him,” Mis. Thatcher 
said after a party at a luxury 
London hotel Thursday night to 
celebrate her 40 years of mar- 
riage. 

Her backing for his role in the 
EC treaty should help Mr. Major 
avoid a damaging split in the 
ruling Conservative Party over 
Europe before a general election 
he has to call by next June. 

‘ Mis. Thatcher is a rallying 
point for a vociferous minority in 
the party who say further EC 
integration must be stopped be- 
cause it erodes national 
sovereignty and will lead to a 
federal European state. 


made badly needed gains in rc- 
cent days. 

i Fighting was reported around 
j-foe town of Sisak and Nova Gra- 
I diska south east of Zagreb as weD 
as around Pakrac and Lipik just 
to the north. 

The embattled Eastern Croa- 
tian stronghold of Osijek came 
under heavy attack overnight, 
local defence officials said. The 
Adriatic port of Zadar also came 
under fire. 

Meanwhile in New York, U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar warned European na- 
tions that recognising the inde- 
pendence of Croatia and neigh- 
bouring Slovenia could widen the 
war in Yugoslavia. Both republics 
declared their independence on 
June 25. 

Croatia and Slovenia reported- 
ly plan to establish diplomatic 
relations next week, the Bel- 
grade-based Tanjug News Agen- 
cy reported Thursday. 

Germany ■ and Austria have 
indicated they may recognise the 
two republics by the end of the 
year. The United States opposes 
recognition. 

“1 am worried that any early, 
selective recognition could widen 
the present conflict and fuel an 
explosive situation, especially in 
Bosnia-Hercegovina and also 
Macedonia,” Mr. Perez de Cuel- 
lar said in a letter Wednesday to 
EuropeanCommunity (EC) lead- 
ers. It was released at the United 
Nations Thursday. 

The rump Serbian-dominated 
presidency, in a statement issued 
to the federal Tanjug News 
Agency, welcomed Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar's statement It said recog- 
nising the independence of any 
part of Yugoslav would open the 
way “to seeesskxusm on European 
soil.” 

The statement reiterated that a 
solution to foe Yugoslav crisis 
should be foe “result of a demo- 
cratic procedure, with all the na- 
tions of Yugoslavia partici- 


pating.” 

It said “prejudicing die out- 
come of tins democratic way by 
other states,” would violate inter- 
national law. 

Slovenia, Croatia, Macedonia 
and ethnically mixed Bosana-Her- 
cego vin a have refused to attend 
sessions of the eight-man collec- 
tive federal presidency for 
months, leaving what was Yugos- 
lavia's top federal body truncated 
by half and comprising only Ser- 
bia and its allies. 

Former British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher also has cam- 
paigned fo.r recognition of 
Croatia, which would allow EC 
countries supply it with weapons 
to fight off the advance of foe 
Serbian-led federal army. A 
Security Council arms embargo 
currently prohibit? shipping 
weapons to Yugoslavia. 

Many officials believe Euro- 
pean recognition of Croatia 
would lead ethnic Serbs in the 
Republic of Bosnia-Hercegovina 
and elsewhere in Yugoslavia to 
take up arms in a war that until 
now has been confined to 
Croatia. 

The European Community is 
expected to discuss recognition of 
Slovenia and Croatia when its 
foreign ministers meet Monday in 
Brussels. 
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Columbus’ 
settlement 


In a further sign of the splinter- 
ing of the Yugoslav Federation, 
Macedonia’s President, Kiro GE- 
gorov, asked foe European Com- 
munity to consider recognising 
his republic as well at the Monday 
meeting, Tanjug reported. 

Macedonians voted overwhel- 
mingly in favour of sovereignty in 
a referendum in September. 

In recent days, there have been 
reports of Croatian fighters turn- 
ing back Serbian advances in a 
few regions of their war-scarred 
republic. 

The Groats reportedly took 13 
Serb-held villages on the central 
front earlier this week. 

Croatian radio reported a 
heavy attack began Friday morn- 
ing on Nova Gradiska, on the 
main Zagreb-Belgrade Highway. 


Germany expects Honecker to be 
extradited soon from Moscow 


BERLIN (R) — Germany ex- 
pects former Communist leader 
Erich Honecker to be extradited 
from Moscow soon despite 
Chile’s decision not to force him 
out of its embassy there. Justice 
Minister Klaus Kinkel said Fri- 
day. 

Mr. Kinkel said the fugitive 
former east Goman leader, 79, 
must face manslaugh ter charges 


in Germany despite bis age and be long,” Mr. Kinkel told a radio 
appeals from friends for an _ interviewer. 


amnesty. 

Ordered to leave Russia by 
midnight Friday, Mr. Honecker 
has sought refuge in Chile’s Mos- 
cow embassy, where Santiago 
says be can stay nntQ Russian and 
Soviet leaders decule his fate. 

“I assume Mr. Honecker’s stay 
in the Chilean embassy will not 


“The German government is 
insisting to the Chileans and the 
Russian and Soviet governments 
on Mr. Honecker’s return.” 

Mr. Honecker, who has been 
in exile near Moscow since March 
after fleeing the country he ruled 
from 1971 until 1989, has 
appealed against the expulsion. 


Report iMilitar y intelligence! 
funded Inkatha hit squads 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
South African ndfitary intelli- 
gence secretly trained assassina- 
tion squads and provided huge 
sums of money for the inkatha 
Freedom Party, a newspaper re- 
ported Friday. 

'Hie Weekly Mail said it had 
evidence military intelligence 
used two front companies to 
channel more than 7 million rand 
(&5 Bullion) to train, ran and pay 
In k ath a hit squads and ran a 
secret base for at least three 
years. 

The anti-government newspap- 
er said its information came from 
a top Inkatha official it did not 
name, affidavits of Tnkatha mem- 
bers who received hit squad train- 
ing ami other evidence. 

Weekly Mail reports in July 
revealed that police had secretly 
funded Inkatha rallies to try and 
build up the Zulu-dominated par- 
ty against its chief rival, the Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC). 

The resulting scandal, bubbed 
“Inkafoagate,” damaged Presi- 
dent F.W. de Klerk's govern- 
ment, which had claimed it did 
not favour any black political 
party. The government and In- 
katha agree on numerous issues 
and both see the ANC as their 
main rival. 


The revelations badly damaged 
Inkatha' s rbrnwg to be a major 
independent political force. 

The military issued a statemenr 
Friday on the Weekly Mail re- 
ports repeating Mr. De Kkrk’s 


announcement earlier this year 
that Be was naming a commission 
to advise him on intelligence op- 
erations. It made no further state- 
ment. 

Inkatha had no immediate re- 
sponse to tiie reports. 

Mr. De Klerk admitted in Au- 
gust that 200 Inkatha members 
received training, but said it was 
only as bodyguards for party 
leaders. He said covert junding of 
Inkatha had been halted. 

The Weekly Mail reported Fri- 
day that tiie 200 men were given 
paramOitary training. It said hit 
squads formed from the group 
currently are operating out of foe 
Kwazulu home! and, which is ran 
by Inkatha in northern Natal. 

It said the hit squads allegedly 
were involved in at least two 
killings in recent months. 

It also claimed the Inkatha men 
were trained in Namibia in 1987 
while it was stfll under South 
African control. It said training of 
Inkatha men is “alleged" to have 
been conducted in Israel. 

It was not dear from Friday’s 
report when the activities took 
place or if they were continuing. 
Most of the incidents mentioned 
in the report took place in the late 
1980s. 

A war between Inkatha and the 
ANC has claimed thousands of 
lives in recent years and under- 
mined the country’s stability. The 
two groups oppose apartheid, but 
are divided by ideok>gical and trib- 
al differences. 


GAINESVILLE, Florida (AP) 

A tiny crucifix unearthed at 

the first settlement founded by. 
Christopher Columbus may be 
foe oldest symbol of Christianity 
in foe western hemisphere, an 
archaeologist said. The 15indi 
( 3 . 5 -centimetre) tall cross, which 
includes a representation of Jesns 
Christ, was found at La Isabella, 
where Columbus established the 
first European colony in the 
Americas nearly 500 years ago. 
The cross is made of pewter and 
iron. A copper alloy was used for 
Christ’s body- “It * a direct 
expre ssion of the Catholicism 
brought to the Americas by the 
Spanish,” said Kathleen Deagan, 
an archaeologist from the Uni- 
versity of Florida, who spent the 
past three years working on the 
excavation. She and others work- 
ed with Venezuelan archaeologist 
Jose F. Cruzent in the excavation 
at foe site in foe Dominican 
Republic. They discovered a pre- 
viously unknown settlement and 
evidence that wheel-thrown pot- 
tery was introduced 50 years ear- 
lier than previously thought. La 
Isabella was founded on Coir 
urn bus’ second voyage to the new 
world in 1493 and existed only 
until 1498. The cross had been 
undisturbed for centuries. 


North, South Korea proclaim new era of reconciliation 


SEOUL (R) — North and Sputh 
Korea proclaimed tire end of 
their entrenched enmity Friday, 
si g nin g a pact to end the threat of 
another war on the Korean 
peninsula. 

“We have now laid a solid 
foundation for peace and national 
unification wifo the front borne in 
the fifth round of North-South’ 
high-level talks,” North Korean 
Premier Yon Hyong-Mnk said as 
foe returned to Pyongyang. 

“Let’s join in the grand unifica- 
tion march with all our strength,” 
Mr. Yon said, ending a four-day 
visit that saw agreement on a 
historic inter-Korean non-aggres- 
sion accord. 

South Korean President Roh 
Tae-Woo called for an early sum- 
mit meeting with 79-year-old 
President Kim B-Snng who has 
ruled Stalinist North Korea since 
its founding in 1948. 

Mr. Yon and his 89-member 
entourage crossed the heavily for- 
tified bonier, the cold war’s last 
frontier, after pledging that the 
North win redouble ' efforts to 
warm decades of frosty ties with 


the South. 

Friday's pact, signed by both 
Korean premiers, contains 25 
articles providing measures to 
prevent the accidental outbreak 
of hostilities, calls for scientific, 
cultural and information ex- 
changes, communication links to 
improve inter-Korean contact 
and an end to slander and subver- 
sion. 

It allows — without specifying - 
a timetable — the exchange of 
people, goods, mail, newspapers 
and broadcasts. 

It also calls for replacement of 
tiie 1953 armistice ending the 
three-year Korean War with a 
peace treaty. 

The North Koreans surprised 
many by exhibiting a consider- 
able flexibility during the three 
days of talks in Seoul which were 
marked by unusual cordiality and 
capped try the signing of tiie 
accord that will . provide a 
framework for inter-Korean re- 
lations with until reunification. 

Seoul officials said they hoped 
the accord, which involved major 
concessions from foe North, wfl] 


help the isolated state move to- 
wards greater openness. 

The North and South, howev- 
er, left unresolved the key issue 
of North Korea’s suspected nuc- 
lear aims developme nt and offi- 
cials here- fear that implementa- 
tion of the non-aggression and 
reconciliation accord could hit a 
snag because of the nuclear con- 
troversy. 

Working-level officials of 
both Koreas will meet at the 
border village of Pamnunjom la- 
ter this month to Seoul’s 

demand that North Korea submit 
its nuclear programme to interna- 
tional inspection. 

The North insists that hs nuc- 
lear programme is peaceful, pro- 
testations generally tfem nitfad by 
Seoul and its allies. Pyongyang 
has refused to consider outside 
inspection until foe United States 
removed its nuclear weapons 
from South Korea. 

“It is regrettable that tiie talks 
this time failed to produce a fan 
agreement on tiie nuclear issue,” 
President Roh was quoted as 
saying daring a meeting with Mr. 


You Friday. 

“The issue affects the survival 
of our national people ... and we 
must achieve foe goal of a nuc- 
lear-free Korean peninsula within 
this year,” a presidential spokes- 
man quoted Mr. Roh as saying. 

Mr. Roll’s statement strongly 
implied all U.S. nuclear weapons 
in South Korea would be with- 
drawn by the end of tins year. 

The president urged Mr. Yon 
to return to the North and work 
for an early summit with Mr. 
Kim, state television said. 

Mr. Kim, known in North 
Korea as the “great leader,” rare- 
ly travels abroad and has never 
met a South Korean president. 

South Korean Premier Chung 
Won-Shik told Mr. Yon Wednes- 
day that Seoul would allow the 
North to inspect U.S. and other 
facilities in foe South for nadear 
weapons once the North aban- 
doned its quest to build a bomb. 

Mr. Chung also called bn the 
North to allow inspection of its 
own facilities. 

“The North did not give a dear 
response to our nuclear inspec- 


tion proposal during the talks. 
They have to unconditionally 
accept our demands for removal 
of its nuclear reprocessing 
plants,” South Korean spokes- 
man Lee Tong-Pok said. 

The two premiers will meet 
again in Pyongyang from Feb. 18 
to 21 when the two sides will 
e x c ha ng e formal ratifications by 
their respective parliaments 
which wiD put the agreement into 
effect. 

The accord is the first major 
political agreement between the 
two Koreas, divided in 1945 and 
still technically at war from the 
1950-53 Korean conflict. 

Mr. You returned to Pyon- 
gyang after signing the non- 
aggression pact, die North’s offi- 
cial Korean Central News Agen- 
cy said. 

Mr. Yon and his delegation 
were met by-Yun Gi-Bok, vice 
chairman of the Committee for 
the Peaceful Reunification of foe 
Fatherland, and other officials. 

The agency, monitored in 
Tokyo, did not comment on tiie 
outcome of foe talks . 


Mrs. Bush voices 
sympathy for 
Gorbachev 


'Honest mistake’ 
blamed for offensive 
phrase on envelopes 
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COLUMBUS. Ohio (AP) — Up 
to 12,000 pieces of mail were ' 
stamped with an offensive phrase 
because of a technician’s mistake, 
a postal service spokesman said. 
A worker testing an optical char- 
acter scanner Saturday at the 
city’s main post office downtown 
forgot to delete the phrase when 
he was called away to another 
job, Ed Johnson, director of 
marketing and communications 
for the post office, said Monday. 
He said the words “you bitch” - 
were printed on 10,000 to 12,000 
envelopes. The mismarked maff 
could appear in mailboxes any- 
where in the country. Columbus 
postal authorities notified other- 
post offices nationwide so they 
would know where the problem 
came from, Mr. Johnson said.- 
“We had intended to have holi- 
day greetings or ‘Merry Christ- 
mas’ as messages that go on foe 
envelopes,” Mr. Johnson said. 
“It turned out to be a bit different 
than that. It wasn’t really a greet- 
ing, I think, in any sense of foe 
word.” He said foe technician 
was horrified when be found out. 
The postal service did not identify 
foe worker, but said he will face 
disciplinary action, although 
postal officials said the error was 
unintentional. Postal workers 
Mocked the words out with a 
black marker on the few en- 
velopes they conkf find. 


Briton wins record ; 
damages in medicaf 
tragedy case 
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WASHINGTON (R) — First 
lady Barbara Bush voiced sym- 
pathy for Soviet leader Mikhafl 
Gorbachev and said that the poli- 
tical changes that have swept the 
world would not have happened 
without him. “I feel sorry for . 
anybody who has problems,” 
Mrs. Bush told reporters doling a 
tour of Christmas decorations at 
foe White House. “I hope people 
remember that without Got- 
bachev a lot of the good that • 
happened in the world would not 
have happened,” she said. Gor- " 
bachev’s authority was deeply - 
undercut by the derision of Rns- 
sia,- Byelorussia and Ukraine to . 
create a commonwealth of inde- 
pendent states. 
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LOND ON (R) — A Briton who 
suffered permanent, severe brain, 
damage, during routine mp- ry- ■ 
for haemorrhoids won record 
damages of £1.65 mflfion ($3 m3-? 
Bon) for medical negligence. Tbe - 
hunp sum damages to Alan 
Tombs, 30, agreed under a high, 
court settlement, are the highest to 
an adult in Britain. T^ai experts^ 
said they were believed to be the '; 
\ second largest payment by an; 
English court in a personal injury 
; case. Mr. Tombs suffered a heart 
j attack in April 1987 nmdergoing. 
ran operation at Sutton General; 
Hospital, south of London, whin', 
carbon dioxide was wrongly-" 
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tic. The mistake left Mr. Tombs, 1 : 
a married man, with devastating: 
and irreversible brain damaged 
He is now looked after in hospit- 
al- The damages wDl be pah] bf 
the Sutton Local Heakh AnfoW-: 
ity, winch adm'ited HaMity. 
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